First Presbyterian Church
775 E. Boswell
Batesville, AR 72501
Phone: 870-793-3272
E-mail: firstpresbatesville@gmail.com

Non-profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid

April 2022

First Presbyterian Church, Batesville AR

Volume 36, Issue 4

Permit No.400
Batesville, AR

Good News

Return Service Requested

Thoughts From the Pastor
Dear Friends and Members of First Presbyterian ChurchTime is a funny thing. Jeff and I just celebrated our 18th anniversary. It simultaneously feels like we have
been married forever, and also like we just got married yesterday. I doubt we are alone in experiencing this
phenomenon.
From a social perspective, memories on social media make this phenomenon of time both expanding and
contracting so very real. Facebook tells me that 10 years ago today, we were having a Mexican-food
themed fellowship supper, with a tiny Georgie, Jordan, and Kate in line to take their hits at the pinata
hung outside. Seeing those three long-legged young people now in Junior High School seems
unfathomable. There’s no way that only 10 years ago they were that little. There’s also no way that it’s
been 10 whole years since they were just making their own way in this church family. Facebook also
reminded me today that on this day, in 2020, I was sure that the school closure over an “extended Spring
Break” due to the new Covid disease would be short-lived. My utter (optimistic) foolishness aside, that
seems both like yesterday and a lifetime ago.

Check Us Out Online at:
www.fpcbatesville.org

Two years ago this month, we had our first worship service on Zoom. It was bumpy, both literally and
figuratively. The music was dreadful. It wasn’t the way ANY of us (your pastor included) wanted to be
gathering for worship. But seeing your faces, even over a computer screen, was life-giving.

Why Christ Calls Us to Worship
Easter services are usually well attended, but what about other weeks? What draws you to worship
on an “average” Sunday, and what might Jesus have in store for people in the pews?
Consider this from Pastor Charles Aaron: “Did we come to church this morning thinking it was a
safe thing to do? Did we come with some expectation of receiving a blessing, a bit of comfort,
but no real challenge? Did we think about the possibility that encountering Jesus would rearrange
our lives, explode our priorities, cause us to give more than we ever expected? Did we think we
could get a little something from Jesus, a dose of grace to help us through the week? Did we come
for the fellowship, the music, the spiritual boost? No one can argue with those reasons.”
He continues: “The risen Christ, however, may have had other plans for this
worship service. Christ may want to come under our skins and transform us. Christ
may see through us so that something we have well hidden comes to the surface.
Christ may kick out from under us the things we use to prop ourselves up but that
we don’t really need. Are we ready for that? Did we bargain on that when we walked
through the door today?”
—from The Wired Word

We have learned a lot since then. We’ve learned a lot about technology (give yourselves some credit- you
guys became Zoom pros, muting yourselves and commenting like you’ve been doing this forever). We’ve
learned a lot about this disease, though there is certainly still much that is unknown. These two learnings
are obvious. I believe we’ve also learned more about ourselves, both as individuals and as a church
community. Porch drop-offs of palm branches and Advent candles let us see each other’s houses, and
sometimes gave us much more respect for how far some of you drive to worship on a Sunday morning!!
Moonlight Christmas Carols and Easter morning on the grounds taught us that we don’t have to do things
“the way they’ve always been done”. Above all else, two years of little else feeling “normal” has taught us
that, through it all, God is our constant.
The fortieth chapter of Isaiah reminds us that “The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our
God will stand forever.” Much may have withered and faded over the past two years, but God is not
among that list. Not God, nor God’s love for you, nor God’s grace given freely, nor God’s justice flowing
like water. And this community of faith stands ready to give witness to it all! Thanks be to God.
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4/04 Gerri Coleman

4/04 Chip Grace
4/07 Melissa Qualls
4/08 Kate Cooke
4/10 Danny Dozier
4/13 Lauren
Moushegian
4/15 Jeffrey Freiert
4/21 Terran Jones
4/22 Rachel Baker
4/23 Bob Walton
4/23 Caroline
Walton
4/23 Kayla Pope
4/23 Ellie Anderson
4/27 Hannah Qualls
4/30 Casen Manry

insert in Sunday’s bulletin, or
contact the church office to
place your order. Plants are
$16 each and can be ordered
in memory or in honor of
someone special.

“Look at me! Look at me! Look at me

Graduating Seniors
Graduation season is rapidly
approaching, whether we are
ready for it or not. Do you have a
high school or college graduate
this year? If so, we would love to
celebrate with you and honor
their accomplishments!
We will be honoring them in our
May newsletter so please make
sure to email or call the church
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News from Presbyterian Day School:

Easter Flowers
Sunday, April 4th is your last
chance to order Easter
plants! These flowers
always bring beauty to
our sanctuary and a
smile to the person who
receives them. Fill out the

Good News

BEFORE April 15th and let us
know:
 The student’s name;
The school they attend;
 Whether they are graduating
with a diploma, or what type
of degree (and major); and
 Their future plans.


NOW! It is fun to have fun, but you have
to know how.”
~ Dr. Seuss

Covid Policy Update
At the most recent session
meeting, your elders had a lengthy
conversation about the best policy
to keep our congregation safe,
while also encouraging as much
community building as is
possible. Based upon the Covid19 Community Level provided by
the Centers for Disease Control,
where Independence County is
listed as “Low”, the session
approved making masking
optional in the sanctuary on
Sunday mornings.
If you are comfortable attending
worship without a mask, you are

welcome to do so. If you are
more comfortable keeping your
mask on, you are welcome to do
so. Please be considerate of
your neighbors in the pew, and
provide space, particularly for
those who might still need to be
more cautious.
We are a
community who loves one
another; let’s show our love by
doing our best to be welcoming
and understanding towards
those who have a different level
of comfort in our present times.

Would you like to help PDS? The Day school would welcome any donations in the form of snacks, supplies and
scholarship donations. Please check with Ms. Stephanie or Ms. Laura if you would like to donate snacks or supplies. Any
scholarship donations may be brought to the church office.

Page 6

•

Canned beans

•

Diced tomatoes

•

Chili powder

•

Minced garlic

•

Frozen chopped
onions

•

Frozen chopped
green peppers

•

Cumin

•

Black pepper

Good News

Feed My Sheep
To prepare for this
month’s meals, please add
one or all of these items
to your next shopping
list. The volunteers who
are cooking for “Feed My
Sheep” will appreciate
anything you can supply
from our list.

Drink from a
can? Pull the
tab and bring
it to church! Drop your can
tabs in the jar in the Narthex
to help the local V.F.W.
support the Ronald McDonald
House and Children’s
Hospital! Tabs can also be
dropped off in the office.

Your Donation Can Spread Joy
Your Outreach Committee needs your help
to be a blessing to local charities. Each
month we will feature an item that will be
collected. Drop your donations off at the
church and they will be delivered to an
agency with a specific need for that item.

This Month’s Item:
Kids pull ups – all sizes
(This will benefits children
coming through the Child’s
Advocacy Center.)

A NOTE FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: If you haven’t turned in
your pledge card yet, please do so as soon as possible. If you have lost yours, please contact
the office. Kathy will be happy to assist you.

Good News
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Maundy Thursday
At 6:00 pm on Thursday, April 14th, we will gather for our
Maundy Thursday service. We will remember the last time
Jesus sat down with his disciples, and we will share bread and
a cup to remember that we are invited to refresh ourselves
there as well. After that, we will hear the story of Jesus’ last
days on earth through scripture and through song, as the
darkness descends over our day.

Celebrating the Resurrection as a Church Family
The celebration of the Resurrection is one of the most joy-filled events in the church calendar.
With holy joy, we will find the tomb empty, we will learn that God’s love triumphs over death, and
we will sing our alleluias. Here are your opportunities to worship as a church family:
9:30am Easter Morning Breakfast
Join us in Fellowship Hall for a tasty breakfast with your church family, something
we haven’t done in far too long! There will be a craft for the kids, and the flower
cross to assemble ( please bring flowers and greenery from your garden or yard to
add to the flower cross)!
10:30am Easter Egg Hunting
A special surprise will be hidden on the grounds for all of our kids.– be ready to search the
playground and bushes to find the one just for you! As the kids search, enjoy a little conversation
with your church family.
11:00am Easter Worship with Communion in person and on Zoom
Our main celebration of the Resurrection will take place in person and on Zoom. We will hear
the story, sing our hymns, and gather at the table, remembering that we are all invited to share in
God’s love. If you ordered an Easter plant, they may be taken home after worship.

Contribution statements for your 2021 giving are available now. If you would like your statement
emailed to you, please contact the church office. Printed statements are also available in the
church office.
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Preaching and Worship Schedule
Worship with us on ZOOM
Zoom number 865 142 3135 and password 72501
April 3, 5th Sunday in Lent
Text: Psalm 146; John 19:1-16a
Sermon Title: “Holding Your Ground”
Hymns: I Sing the Mighty Power of God; O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee; When I Survey
the Wondrous Cross
Liturgist: Maggie Alsup
April 14, Maundy Thursday
Text: Exodus 12:1-14
Hymns: Lord Jesus, Think on Me; Abide with Me
Liturgist: Justin Clark
April 10, Palm Sunday
Text: Psalm 24; John 12:12-27
Sermon Title: “Loving Others”
Hymns: All Glory, Laud, and Honor; My Song is Love Unknown; What Wondrous Love Is
This
Liturgist: Barry Gehm
April 17, Easter Sunday
Text: Psalm 118:21-29; John 20:1-18
Sermon Title: “Surprising the World”
Hymns: Jesus Christ Is Risen Today; Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia; Christ Is Risen! Shout
Hosanna!
Liturgist: Fonzie Geary
April 24, 2nd Sunday of Easter
Text: Psalm 145:13-21; John 20:19-31
Sermon Title: “Empowering Others”
Hymns: Christ is Alive!; Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness; Go to the World!
Liturgist: Karen Lange
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Pastoral Care
PLEASE REMEMBER these members and friends of First Presbyterian Church in your prayers.
MEMBERS: Gerri Coleman; George Lankford; Jo Cudd; Farris and Dick Nelms; Ron Karg; Nat
Zumwalt; Trish Boylan.
FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Jerry & Frieda Lewis (brother-in-law, and his wife, of Carlene Lewis); Anna
Lewis (sister-in-law of Carlene Lewis); Helen Enderland (friend of Kathy Altom); Kathy Duke (niece of Kathy
Altom); Ron & Marva Ruhman (friend of Larry & Celeste Whipple); Betty & Randy Rains (friend of Chuck &
Sarah Jones); Terry Harris (friend of James & Camille Anderson); Captain Christian Cummings, USAF (nephew
of Price & LeAnn Holmes); Amanda Lawrence (sister of Leslie Roper); Gerald Bass (friend of Carlene Lewis);
Roger Blackmore (friend of James & Camille Anderson); Paul Cox (friend of Price & LeAnn Holmes); Chris
Walsh (friend of Coleman & Paulson families); Todd & Nancy Phillips (sister & nephew of Camille Anderson);
Whitney & Dustin Gross (friends of Kathy Whittenton); Eloise Kikkert (granddaughter of Don & Lynn
Weatherman); Jim & Diane Campbell (brother & sister-in-law of Lenora Baldwin); Betty Howard (friend of Kathy
Whittenton); Nick Slagle (nephew of Ceil Smith); Susan Anselm (sister of Jo Gehm).
IN THE PRESBYTERY OF ARKANSAS, we remember to pray for these ministries:
April 3

Mt. Comfort, Fayetteville

First, Dardanelle

April 10

Good Shepherd, Greenwood

Presbyterian Church of Bella Vista

April 17

Central, Fort Smith

Active Deacons

April 24

Alpine Church, Amity

Church Groundskeepers

Dear First Presbyterian Church,
I want to thank you for the fantastic Santa for Senior gifts and let you know that it
absolutely made my Christmas!! Everything was needed and I felt like they were picked
out just for me! Thank you again!
Sincerely,
Nancy H.

