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Thoughts From the Pastor
Dear Friends and Members of First Presbyterian Church-

Check Us Out Online at:
www.fpcbatesville.org

As I type this letter to you, I suspect that for many of you, turkeys are thawing in the refrigerator and grocery lists
are long. There’s a lot of preparation that goes into the Thanksgiving meal, and my prayer for each of you is that
this Thursday is a day that reminds you what a blessing YOU are to others and offers a chance for you to show
some gratitude to and for those who have made your journey lighter this year. If you are reading this, you count
as the latter for me!
As much as I love Thanksgiving, I am ready, this year, to begin the journey to the manger. Maybe this year more
than most, I think Auntie Mame was right- we need a little Christmas, right this very minute. I won’t speak for
you, but as for me and my house, we need the joy and the love that comes with the holiday season. We need the
lights and the decorations. We need the awe and the wonder.
Part of our Christmas tradition is watching Dr. Suess’ “How the Grinch Stole Christmas”. We are Grinch purists
in our house, and as far as the boys are concerned, the only “real” Grinch is the original 1966 cartoon voiced by
Boris Karloff. I agree that it is the best, though I’ll take the Grinch in any form!! As we begin our season of
Advent, a few thoughts about our friends from this beloved story.

Trunk or Treat 2021 was a hit again! We teamed
up with St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and had
some great costumes come through and visit
everyone! The combined youth groups then
went through The River Haunt and held their
wits together for a fun afternoon!

There is a chance that you, yourself, or someone you love is the Grinch. Maybe you just don’t love the holiday
season, or maybe while you have loved the season in the past, it just holds no joy for you this year. Our friend the
Grinch had to have his heart grow three sizes to find the joy of the season, which says to me that something had
made his heart extra small before we meet him. If you find yourself there this year, I don’t recommend robbing
all of your neighbors of their stockings and Who-Hash, but give yourself some grace.
It’s also possible that you find yourself this year like the Whos, standing disheveled and confused, having had
your Christmas joy stolen like a thief in the night. Sometimes that thief is busyness, or loneliness, or grief, or
anger, or disappointment. If that is the case, remember that the joy of Christmas sings in our hearts, even when
all else seems lost. And if you need a little Cindy Lou to remind you, your church family is just a phone call away.
I hope we all remember what the Grinch learned, and what the Whos already knew‘Maybe Christmas,’ he thought, ‘doesn’t come from a store.
Maybe Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit more.’
However you greet the season of Advent preparation this year, know that, ready or not, Christmas Eve will be
upon us before we know it and, regardless of our own preparedness, there will be good news of great joy for
ALL people. Because for you, a child is coming!
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Christmas Eve Kindness Baskets

12/2
12/3
12/3
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12/11
12/12
12/12
12/13
12/14
12/15
12/15
12/15
12/15
12/16
12/18
12/18
12/22
12/25
12/27
12/29

Erin Richards
Miriam Moore
LeAnn Holmes
Megan Bouchareb
Jeff Moore
Craig Ogilvie
Tonia Grace
Emily Cambias
Lynn Walton
Jeremy Weaver
Rufus Bell
McKinley Walden
John Bell
Chasity Manry
Leslie Roper
Steve Lange
Ron Karg
Katie Cummins
Courtney Beal
Sandy Qualls
Laura Geary
Justin Clark
Erica Baker

Once again we will collect
snacks and goodies to bless
those who serve our community
throughout the year, and on
holidays when we are enjoying
time with our family and friends.
If you would like to donate
snacks, small games, or notes of
thanks to our police/sheriffs
officers, fire fighters, EMS and
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News from Presbyterian Day School:

hospital workers, we will have
baskets in the Narthex for you
to drop off your donations.
Families who delivered the
baskets last year were truly
blessed to be a blessing to these
hard working individuals. If you
would like to deliver a basket, let
Leslie or Kathy know.

Annual Congregational Meeting
Please make plans to stick around after worship (in person and on
ZOOM) on December 12th for our annual congregation meeting.
This is a mandatory meeting that the church has each year in order to
elect officers and approving Rev. Leslie Roper’s terms of call. We
promise it will be quick!

Confirmation Sunday
Confirmation classes have been
going on for nearly two months
now with this crew, and what a
blessing they will be as “official”
members of First Presbyterian
Church! Join with us on
December 19th as they are
confirmed as members of the
church.

The Church Office will be closed December 27th—January 2nd for Christmas and
New Year’s Day. The office will reopen at 8:00 a.m. on Monday, January 3rd.

Autumn has been a fun
season at PDS for being
creative, dressing up, and
playing in the leaves!

Would you like to help PDS? The Day school would welcome any donations in the form of snacks, supplies and
scholarship donations. Please check with Ms. Stephanie or Ms. Laura if you would like to donate snacks or supplies. Any
scholarship donations may be brought to the church office.
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•

Canned beans

•

Diced tomatoes

•

Chili powder

•

Minced garlic

•

Frozen chopped
onions

•

Frozen chopped
green peppers

•

Cumin

•

Black pepper
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Feed My Sheep
WE WILL NOT BE
COOKING IN
DECEMBER.
To prepare for this month’s
meals, please add one or all
of these items to your next
shopping list. The
volunteers who are cooking
for “Feed My Sheep” will
appreciate anything you can
supply from our list.

Drink from a
can? Pull the
tab and bring
it to church! Drop your can
tabs in the jar in the Narthex
to help the local V.F.W.
support the Ronald McDonald
House and Children’s
Hospital! Tabs can also be
dropped off in the office.

Christmas Parties

Your Donation Can Spread Joy

We still aren’t completely back to normal,
but we’re getting there! So, if you are
participating in any Christmas parties this
year, be safe, wear your mask, social
distance, and be kind to those choosing
not to join in a party this year.

Your Outreach Committee needs your help to
be a blessing to local charities. Each month we
will feature an item that will be collected. Drop
your donations off at the church and they will
be delivered to an agency with a specific need
for that item.

The Officer Christmas Party will at the
Roper’s home on Dec 16th at 5:30 p.m.
Please RSVP!!!!

This Month’s Item:

Circle 2 will have their Christmas party on
December 14th at 6:30 pm in the home of
Carolyn Buchanan. Please bring socks to
be donated!
Circle 3 will celebrate with their “Favorite
Things” party! Watch your text messages
for details.

Gloves, winter hats/caps
(This month we are donating to
help Ind. Co. Library as they help
teenagers struggling with
homelessness and food
insecurities.)

Note to Church Family: The Day School wing of the church building will be off limits
Monday through Friday to everyone except Day School students and teachers. Thank you
for your help in this matter.
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Poinsettias
While this year may not look the same as
years past, we are still offering poinsettias
to honor or remember someone.
If you are interested in providing a
poinsettia for the worship services on
December 19th and Christmas Eve,

please contact the church office
either by phone or email to reserve
your plant(s). Plants will be $12.50
this year. Orders are due no later
than December 6th.

Angel Tree and Santas for Seniors
Have you selected your Angel or picked
out your Senior to be a Santa to yet? If
not, you still have time! There are plenty
who still need someone to show them
they care. Stop by, call, or email the
church office today!

If you choose an Angel, please do not
wrap your gifts, mark through the
barcode and put them in plastic bags with
the child’s name and number clearly
marked. Drop off your gifts in the
Narthex no later than Sunday, December
12th. On Monday, December 13th at

10:00 a.m. we will sort the gifts and
deliver them to the United Way that
afternoon.
Santas for Senior gifts are
due back to the church by
December 13th.
Please
make sure these gifts are
wrapped and clearly labeled.
Gifts will be delivered to the
White River Area Agency on
Aging that week.

Breakfast With Santa!
Breakfast with Santa is back!! Once again,
Presbyterian Day School will be hosting
it’s annual fundraiser – Breakfast
With Santa! Mark your calendars
for Saturday, December 4th, from
8:00—11:00 a.m.! Tickets can be
purchased for $8 each from any
current day school family, the
teachers, or the church office.

Your ticket includes breakfast and a photo
with Santa! You also get access to the
bake sale and silent auction,
which always has some amazing
gifts available! Buy your tickets
ahead of time, or you can
purchase them at the door to
Fellowship Hall!
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Preaching and Worship Schedule
Worship with us on ZOOM
Zoom number 865 142 3135 and password 72501
December 6, 2nd Sunday of Advent
Text: Mark 1:1-8; Isaiah 55:1-13
Sermon Title: “Promise of a New Path”
Hymns: People, Look East; Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus; Who Would Think That What
Was Needed
Liturgist: Chuck Jones
December 12, 3rd Sunday of Advent
Lessons & Carols
Hymns: Watchmen, Tell Us of the Night; Go, Tell It on the Mountain
Liturgist: Max McElmurry
December 19, 4th Sunday of Advent
Text: Psalm 93; Isaiah 9:1-7
Sermon Title: “Promise of New Light”
Hymns: Angels, from the Realms of Glory; What Child Is This; O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
(v. 1, 6,&7)
Liturgist: Andrea Weaver
December 24, Christmas Eve
Text: Luke 2:1-7; Luke 2:8-20
Sermon Title: “Promises Kept”
Hymns: O Come, All Ye Faithful; Love Has Come; Silent Night; Joy to the World
Liturgist: Janet Thomas
December 26, 1st Sunday of Christmas
No Service
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Pastoral Care
PLEASE REMEMBER these members and friends of First Presbyterian Church in your prayers.
MEMBERS: Gerri Coleman; Lenora Baldwin; Theodora Hightower; George Lankford; Betty Adams;
Jo Cudd; Farris and Dick Nelms; Ron Karg; Nat Zumwalt; Trish Boylan.
FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Terry Harris (friend of James and Camille Anderson); Captain Christian
Cummings, USAF (nephew of Price & LeAnn Holmes); Amanda Lawrence (sister of Leslie Roper); Gerald Bass
(friend of Carlene Lewis); Roger Blackmore (friend of James & Camille Anderson); Paul Cox (friend of Price and
LeAnn Holmes); Chris Walsh (friend of Coleman and Paulson families); Todd & Nancy Phillips (sister and nephew
of Camille Anderson); Whitney & Dustin Gross (friends of Kathy Whittenton); Eloise Kikkert (granddaughter of
Don & Lynn Weatherman); Jim and Diane Campbell (brother and sister-in-law of Lenora Baldwin); Betty
Howard (friend of Kathy Whittenton); Barbara Young (friend of Jo Cudd); Nick Slagle (nephew of Ceil Smith);
Susan Anselm (sister of Jo Gehm).
IN THE PRESBYTERY OF ARKANSAS, we remember to pray for these ministries:
Dec. 5

Mountainburg Church, Mountainburg

Active & Retired Ministers

Dec. 12

Laotian Ministry, fort Smith

The Office of the General Assembly

Dec. 19

Memorial Church Atkins

First, Walnut Ridge

Dec. 26

Kirk of the Hills, Fairfield Bay

Church Preschools

First Presbyterian Church—
Thank you so much for the scholarship money. It is always so comforting to know I
have the support of my church family as I finish up my schooling. I am currently at
UAMS—in Little Rock completing my Dietetic Internship and will
graduate in May of 2022!! I plan on taking my boards exam
after and hope to find a job in Batesville! Thank you again for all
the support.
Love, Hannah Qualls

