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Thoughts From the Pastor
Dear Friends and Members of First Presbyterian Church-

Check Us Out Online at:
www.fpcbatesville.org

Faith’s Role in Love
In It’s Okay Not to Be Okay, Christian author Sheila Walsh looks at the allencompassing love that Jesus expects of his followers. He commands us to
“love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and
with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself ” (Luke 10:27, ESV).
But we can’t love that way without faith, Walsh writes. “I’m not living by faith if I have an answer
to everything. If I understand everything God does or doesn’t do, then all I need to love him with
is my mind. We’re called to love him with more.” That “more,” she explains, involves these
paradoxes: “We love with all our heart, even when it’s broken. We love with our soul, even when
our humanity wrestles against our situation. We love with our strength, even when it’s almost
gone. We love with our mind, even when we don’t understand.”
Even if God’s purposes and plans don’t make sense here on earth, we can heed this advice from
the great preacher Charles Spurgeon: “When we cannot trace [God’s] hand, we must trust his
heart.”

I’ve read that January 17th is the average day that new year’s resolutions are abandoned, and I even know
someone who waits until the 18th to start their own in hopes of missing this particular trap. In the past
few years, I have picked a larger, more nebulous change that I’ve wanted to achieve and paired it with a
very specific small way to accomplish that goal. Last year, I knew that I needed to make space in my life
for me, so that I can still spend my energy for others. So, I committed to reading- reading just for me. I
read 22 more books than I had the year before and spent time in lands and with friends I would have
never met without that dedicated time. And I (gradually) taught myself that I deserve that time and
energy spent on myself.
I cracked open “The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World” this month as part of my
effort to keep it going. Compiled by Douglas Abrams, but based upon the conversations between his
Holiness the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu, “The Book of Joy” has changed the way I
think. “Joy,” Archbishop Tutu is quoted as saying, “is much bigger than happiness. While happiness is
often seen as being dependent on external circumstances, joy is not.” As I learn more about joy, I’m also
learning much more about the lives of these two giants, more that does not make one expect either of
them to be experts in positive emotions. The truth of these two men’s lives, one a Tibetan exile and the
other a survivor of the apartheid regime in South Africa, might lead others to live lives marked by anger,
or even despair. Instead, they set their eyes, and their hearts, on joy.
Reading this book has reminded me of a favorite passage of scripture, from the prophet Habakkuk. One
of the lesser known prophets, Habakkuk is my go-to prophet when I need to remember that we don’t
always get what we want. In the third chapter, we read:
Though the fig tree does not blossom, and no fruit is on the vines; though the produce of the olive fails, and the fields yield no
food; though the flock is cut off from the fold, and there is no herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will exult in
the God of my salvation.
I’ll confess that I’m really good at thanking God when things are going my way, but I probably struggle a
little at being super grateful (dare I say, joyful) when things are not. Today, Habakkuk might write that
even when the vacation gets cancelled and tests come back positive; even when doctors give bad news
and the money runs tight; even when exhaustion and isolation bear down, still I will find joy in my God.
And what better advice could we ask?
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2/1 Theodora
Hightower
2/1 Luann Baker

Page 7

News from Presbyterian Day School:

2022 Flower Chart
The flower chart for
2022 still has many open
dates! If you would like
to provide flowers for
the chancel shelf this
year, please stop by the
chart located in the hall outside
of Leslie’s office and sign up! If

Good News

you are worried about
forgetting when you
sign up, have no fear,
Kathy will send you a
reminder the week you
are scheduled! Stop by
today to ensure you get the
week (or weeks) you want!

2/2 Jordan Roper
2/3 Jeffrey Angel
2/3 Ken Rueter

2/11 Mayfan Thomas
2/13 Lily Gillihan
2/19 Penelope Nelms

2022 Contact Updates
With a new year comes a time
update our records! Think over the
past couple years, have you canceled
your home phone, or changed email
address, (or even moved!) please be
kind and let the church know!

2/20 Steven Bell, Jr.
2/21 Anna Richards
2/22 William Pope
2/23 Robin Steen
2/25 Milli Lewis

Contribution statements
for your 2021 giving are
available now. If you
would like your statement
emailed to you, please
contact the church office.
Printed statements are also
available in the church
office.

Would you like to help PDS? The Day school would welcome
any donations in the form of snacks, supplies and
scholarship donations. Please check with Ms. Stephanie or Ms.
Laura if you would like to donate snacks or supplies. Any
scholarship donations may be brought to the church office.
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•

Canned beans

•

Diced tomatoes

•

Chili powder

•

Minced garlic

•

Frozen chopped
onions

•

Frozen chopped
green peppers

•

Cumin

•

Black pepper

Feed My Sheep
To prepare for this
month’s meals, please add
one or all of these items
to your next shopping
list. The volunteers who
are cooking for “Feed My
Sheep” will appreciate
anything you can supply
from our list.

Mrs. Buchanan (Circle 2 and
Pastoral Care),
With the cold weather upon us, we
appreciate the warm socks donated
to the shelter. They will be put to
good use!
Thank you,
Keri MCElroy at Family Violence

Drink from a
can? Pull the
tab and bring
it to church! Drop your can
tabs in the jar in the Narthex
to help the local V.F.W.
support the Ronald McDonald
House and Children’s
Hospital! Tabs can also be
dropped off in the office.

Your Donation Can Spread Joy
Your Outreach Committee needs your help to
be a blessing to local charities. Each month we
will feature an item that will be collected. Drop
your donations off at the church and they will
be delivered to an agency with a specific need
for that item.

This Month’s Item:
Kids shoes

Dear Church & Friends,
The poinsettia you sent has
brightened my apartment and me all
during the Christmas season.
Best wishes to each and everyone
for a Happy New Year.
Kate Cooke

(We are collecting kids shoes
of all sizes to donate to the
Arkansas Sherriff’s Youth
Ranch.)

Good News
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A NOTE FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: If you haven’t turned in
your pledge card yet, please do so as soon as possible. If you have lost yours, please contact
the office. Kathy will be happy to assist you.

Ash Wednesday
This year, Ash Wednesday, the first
day of Lent, falls on March 2.
During worship services that day,
pastors in many Christian churches
dip a finger in ashes (often made
by burning branches from the previous
Palm Sunday) and make a cross on
parishioners’ foreheads.
Why ashes? Traditionally, they’re a sign of
mourning, humiliation and penitence.
Ashes also represent the frailty and
temporary nature of human life (“You are
dust, and to dust you shall return,”
Genesis 3:19). Christians are pained
because our sins led to Jesus’ death. With

Nativity Scene
During Advent and Christmas this
year, the young families in our
congregation worked together to
create a special nativity scene.
Obviously, camels should have googly
eyes and angels should be covered with
glitter!!! Take a good look at the
finished product, and appreciate the
hard work of our young disciples.

repentant hearts, we begin the season
of Lent, knowing that it leads to
Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Sunday.
For Ash Wednesday — and
throughout the 40 days of Lent — ponder
this prayer from an Italian sacramentary, or
liturgical book: “O God, you know how fragile
is our human nature, wounded as it is by sin.
Help your people to enter upon the Lenten
journey strengthened by the power of your
word, so that we may be victorious over the
seduction of the Evil One and reach the
paschal feast in the joy of the Holy Spirit.”
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Preaching and Worship Schedule
Worship with us on ZOOM
Zoom number 865 142 3135 and password 72501
February 6, 5th Sunday after Epiphany
Text: John 4:46-54; John 5:1-18
Sermon Title: “Waiting on a Miracle”
Hymns: Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty; We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight; Go, My Children,
with My Blessing
Liturgist: Laura Geary
February 13, 6th Sunday after Epiphany
Text: Psalm 34:1-10; John 6:35-51
Sermon Title: “A Hunger for Life”
Hymns: Come Sing, O Church, In Joy!; All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly; I Heard the Voice of
Jesus Say
Liturgist: Rachel Baker
February 20, 7th Sunday after Epiphany
Text: Psalm 27; John 8:1-12
Sermon Title: “Setting Down our Stones”
Hymns: Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise; Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak; We Are
One in the Spirit
Liturgist: Carolyn Buchanan

Good News
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Pastoral Care
PLEASE REMEMBER these members and friends of First Presbyterian Church in your prayers.
MEMBERS: Gerri Coleman; Lenora Baldwin; Theodora Hightower; George Lankford; Jo Cudd; Farris
and Dick Nelms; Ron Karg; Nat Zumwalt; Trish Boylan.
FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Ron and Marva Ruhman (friend of Larry & Celeste Whipple); Betty Rains
(friend of Chuck & Sarah Jones); Terry Harris (friend of James and Camille Anderson); Captain Christian
Cummings, USAF (nephew of Price & LeAnn Holmes); Amanda Lawrence (sister of Leslie Roper); Gerald Bass
(friend of Carlene Lewis); Roger Blackmore (friend of James & Camille Anderson); Paul Cox (friend of Price and
LeAnn Holmes); Chris Walsh (friend of Coleman and Paulson families); Todd & Nancy Phillips (sister and nephew
of Camille Anderson); Whitney & Dustin Gross (friends of Kathy Whittenton); Eloise Kikkert (granddaughter of
Don & Lynn Weatherman); Jim and Diane Campbell (brother and sister-in-law of Lenora Baldwin); Betty
Howard (friend of Kathy Whittenton); Nick Slagle (nephew of Ceil Smith); Susan Anselm (sister of Jo Gehm).
IN THE PRESBYTERY OF ARKANSAS, we remember to pray for these ministries:
Feb. 6

First, Lincoln

First, Heber Springs

Feb. 13

Directors of Children’s Programs

First, Mena

Feb. 20

First, Jacksonville

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance

Feb. 27

Church Secretaries and Treasurers

Holiday Island Presbyterian

Dear Presbyterian Church and Pastoral Care,
February 27, Transfiguration of the Lord
Text: John 9:1-12; John 9:13-34
Sermon Title: “I Once Was Blind...”
Hymns: God of the Sparrow; Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound; Lord, I Want to Be a
Christian
Liturgist: Andrea Weaver

The poinsettia is beautiful and brought so much joy to my heart. Thank you for your
support and prayers this year. It means a great deal to me.
Gerri Coleman
First Presbyterian Church The lovely bright red poinsettia has brought comfort and cheer to me. I appreciate
the loving thoughts that accompanied the healing gesture.
Thank you for your generosity and caring during this masked and socially distanced
Christmas season.
With love, Erin Coggins

