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The River of Life 

The Red River of the North, in the north-central U.S. and central Canada, takes countless twists and 
turns. A close-up aerial photo or map shows its frequent sideswipes and U-turns. One could cross 
the river several times without changing direction while hiking or biking along the border between 
Minnesota and North Dakota. You might wonder at points if it has completely turned back south — 
which raises another point: While most rivers flow south, the Red River flows north. 

Sometimes life meanders, but that doesn’t mean we’re off course. Sometimes we seem to be going 
in the opposite direction of most people, but 
that doesn’t mean we’re not headed the 
right way. Sometimes it feels like it takes us a 
long time to make progress, but that doesn’t 
mean we’re not moving. We might just be 
taking in more of life’s scenery! Follow your 
own unique trajectory, letting God, the 
creator of all rivers and all life, serve as the 
current that moves you ever onward. 
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Elizabeth 

 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved you, 
you also should love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.  

 --John 13:34-35 

 

 Valentine’s Day is one of my favorite holidays because it is a wonderful reminder.  As 
Christians, we are called to imitate the life of Christ in everything we do, and Valentine’s Day is 
a call to action for us.  While the one day has become something to celebrate with a nice 
dinner, chocolates, and flowers, we know that the love of Christ is celebrated with other 
things such as the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith.  
These are the ways that we live into who God is calling us to be.  

 The true, deep, faithful love of God is a gift that we will never deserve but that God 
freely gives us.  This perfect love is given by grace alone, a grace that we are to share with 
others.  We will fall short of the mark but we will also have ample opportunities to try again.  
Our love will be made perfect when we are united with Christ in Heaven, but until that time 
let’s live as people who are called to imitate Christ, to love God and love others.   
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2/1 Theodora 

 Hightower 

2/1 Luann Baker 

2/3 Jeffrey Angel 

2/3 Ken Rueter 

2/11 Mayfan Thomas 

2/13 Lily Gillihan 

2/19 Penelope Nelms 

2/20 Steven Bell, Jr. 

2/21 Anna Richards 

2/22 William Pope 

2/23 Robin Steen 

A NOTE FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE:  If you haven’t 

turned in your pledge card for 2023 yet, please do so as soon as 

possible. If you have lost yours, please contact the office. Kathy will 

be happy to assist you. 

The flower chart for 2023 has many open dates! If 

you would like to provide flowers for the chancel 

shelf this year, please stop by the chart located in the 

hall outside of Elizabeth’s office and sign up! If you 

are worried about forgetting when you sign up, have 

no fear, Kathy will send you a reminder the week 

you are scheduled!  Stop by today to ensure you get 

the week (or weeks) you want! 

2023 Flower Chart 

A small group of dedicated women knit all year long, to donate hats to 

children at Arkansas Children’s Hospital.  In 2022 these women knitted (and 

crocheted) a record number of hats! A whopping 232 hats were shipped 

down to Little Rock to bless children this year. It’s a simple act of kindness 

that will go a long way 

to brighten a child’s day 

as they sit in a hospital, 

awaiting treatments. If 

you have an interest in 

learning to make caps, 

stop by the Parlor on the 

first and third Thursdays 

each month, or contact 

Cami l l e  Ande rson ! 

Donations of yarn are 

always appreciated as 

well.  

Record Number for Knit Wits 
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Would you like to help PDS? The Day school would welcome any donations in the form of snacks, supplies and  

scholarship donations. Please check with Ms. Stephanie or Ms. Laura if you would like to donate snacks or supplies. Any 

scholarship donations may be brought to the church office.  

Presbyterian Day School 
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Drink from a can? Pull the tab 
and bring it to church! Drop 
your can tabs in the jar in the 
Narthex to help the local 
V.F.W. support the Ronald 
McDonald  House  and 
C h i l d r e n ’ s 
Hospital!  Tabs 
can also be 
dropped off in 
the office. 

Your Donation Can Spread Joy 
Your Outreach Committee needs your help to be a 

blessing to local charities. Drop your donations off 

at the church and they will be delivered to an 

agency with a specific need for that item.  

This Month’s Item: 

Winter hats and gloves  

(to benefit the Library’s teen program) 

BIBLE TRIVIA 

QUESTION 

Here’s something to get you thinking! 

If you don’t know the answer, try 

phoning a church friend! Let this be a 

way to start a conversation and 

check up on each other! 

 

What are the contents of the Ark of 

the Covenant? 

 

The monthly trivia question is brought 
to you by your FPC Deacons! 

Fellowship Lunches are on 

hold while construction on 

the kitchen is ongoing. We 

will resume our monthly 

lunches as soon as possible!  
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CURRENT ELDERS: 

 

Class of 2023 

J.R. Baker 

Jesse Freiert 

Kathy Lanier 

Bob Stroud 

 

Class of 2024 

Debra Bell 

Wil Moore 

Shelly Moser 

Mollie Smith  

 

Class of 2025 

Gerri Coleman 

Price Holmes III 

Carlene Lewis 

Ceil Smith 

 

CURRENT DEACONS: 

 

Class of 2023 

Fonzie Geary 

Nate Pyle 

Carolyn Reed 

Larry Whipple 

 

Class of 2024 

Betty Adams 

James Anderson 

Justin Clark 

LeAnn Holmes 

 

Class of 2025 

Wesley Beal 

Melissa Qualls 

Sam Smith 

Janet Wood 

2022 Contribution Statements 

Contribution statements for your 2022 giving are available now. If you would 

like your statement emailed to you, please contact the church office. Printed 

statements are also available in the church office. 

Ash Wednesday 
This year, Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, falls on 

February 22nd. Pastors in many Christian churches that day 

will dip a finger in ashes (often made by burning branches 

from the previous Palm Sunday) and make a cross on 

parishioners’ foreheads during the worship service. 

Why ashes? Traditionally, they’re a sign of mourning, humiliation and penitence. 

Ashes also represent the frailty and temporary nature of human life (“You are dust, 

and to dust you shall return,” Genesis 3:19). Christians are pained because our sins 

led to Jesus’ death. With repentant hearts, we begin the season of Lent, knowing 

that it leads to Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Sunday. 

For Ash Wednesday — and throughout the 40 days of Lent — ponder this prayer 

from an Italian sacramentary, or liturgical book: “O God, you know how fragile is 

our human nature, wounded as it is by sin. Help your people to enter upon the 

Lenten journey strengthened by the power of your word, so that we may be 

victorious over the seduction of the Evil One and reach the paschal feast in the joy 

of the Holy Spirit.” 

Update from Session 
 We currently have 184 members & 31 baptized children.  

 Follow us on Facebook (First Presbyterian Church, Batesville, AR) 

 There will be no fellowship lunch in February as there is no water in Morrow 
Hall. 

 We will be reaching out to the college to see if there is a student interested in 
running Zoom for $100 a month. 
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 Preaching and Worship Schedule 

Worship with us on ZOOM 

Zoom number 865 142 3135 and password 72501  

 
 
 

February 5 
Text: Psalm 112:1-10; Matthew 5:13-20 
Liturgist: Debra Bell 

 

 

February 12 
Text: Psalm 119:1-8; Matthew 5:21-37 
Liturgist: Andrea Weaver 
 
 
February 19, Transfiguration of the Lord 
Text: Psalm 99; Matthew 17:1-9 
Liturgist: Carolyn Buchanan 
 
 
February 22, Ash Wednesday 
Service at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
February 26, 1st Sunday in Lent 
Text: Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11 
Liturgist: Janet Thomas 
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  Pastoral Care 

PLEASE REMEMBER these members and friends of First Presbyterian Church in your prayers. 

MEMBERS: Jo Cudd; Kate Cooke; Lenora Baldwin; Gerri Coleman; George Lankford; Farris and Dick 
Nelms; Ron Karg; Nat Zumwalt; Trish Boylan.  

FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Sue Whiddon (sister of Betty Adams); Zach Miller (son-in-law of Price and LeAnn 

Holmes); Cathy Childress (friend of Carlene Lewis); Mark Register (friend of Larry & Celeste Whipple); 

Charlie Robuck (grandson of Jo Cudd); Debbie Mason (niece of Carlene Lewis); Byron Difani, (principal at 

Eagle Mountain); Paul & Susan (Critz) Guthrie (friend of the congregation); Marjorie Seasholtz (friend of 

Kathy Whittenton); Elbert & Stacy Lindsey (friends of Scott & Melissa Qualls family); Don Weatherman 

(friend of the congregation); Helen Enderland (friend of Kathy Altom); Kathy Duke (niece of Kathy Altom); 

Captain Christian Cummings, USAF (nephew of Price & LeAnn Holmes); Amanda Lawrence (sister of Leslie 

Roper); Gerald Bass (friend of Carlene Lewis); Roger Blackmore (friend of James & Camille Anderson); 

Todd & Nancy Phillips (sister & nephew of Camille Anderson); Eloise Kikkert (granddaughter of Don & 

Lynn Weatherman); Jim & Diane Campbell (brother & sister-in-law of Lenora Baldwin); Betty Howard 

(friend of Kathy Whittenton); Nick Slagle (nephew of Ceil Smith); Susan Anselm (sister of Jo Gehm). 

IN THE PRESBYTERY OF ARKANSAS, we remember to pray for these ministries: 

 Feb. 5 First, McGehee Inquirers and Candidates for Ministry 

 Feb. 12 First, Lincoln First, Heber Springs 

 Feb. 19 Synod of the Sun Church Musicians 

 Feb. 26 First, Jacksonville Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
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We Need Your Opinion! 
 

 Are you interested in a mid-week bible study? 

 

 What are some hymns you would like to hear sung on Sunday 

mornings?  

 

Please contact the church, via email, phone call, or stop by and let us 

know your thoughts. 


