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Dear Friends and Members of First Presbyterian Church- 

The tree is up, the nativity scene is almost full, and most of the presents are wrapped and waiting under the 

Christmas tree. Here at the church, the Christmas Eve bulletin has been proofread, and the candles are at the 

ready. The wait is almost over- Christmas is almost here. 

For all the preparation that goes into celebrating Christmas day, it sometimes seems to be over before you 

know it. Food that took days to prepare is eaten in a heartbeat, and wrapping paper that was painstakingly 

decorated becomes trash in mere seconds.  Even the Christmas music that has been playing non-stop for 

weeks seems to shift almost instantaneously. There is one Christmas carol, in particular, that should stay on 

our playlist for at least a little while longer. 

“On the first day of Christmas, my true love gave to me…”  So many of us confidently sing the first few 

verses, then belt out “five golden rings”, and then mutter our way through the gifts as the song lingers on.  Is 

it nine milkers milking or eleven eaters smacking? By the time the song comes to an end, I just feel a little 

grateful to have survived, and at least claim to have gotten the words right. One thing that we most often get 

the most wrong about the song is when the 12 days of Christmas really are.  I see so many people, and online 

articles, and even advertisements using this song to count the 12 days before Christmas, when in fact, 

December 25th is the FIRST day of Christmas, and the days continue until the Feast of Epiphany, when the 

arrival of the magi, or wisemen, is celebrated.  

So my challenge to you is this: keep Christmas going through its full twelve days. Now, I’m not asking you to 

keep the tree up or all the decorations, or any of the other things that might keep you from regaining a sense 

of normalcy in your life. But the love, the peace, the hope and the joy of 

the season deserve to linger a little longer. So on each of the twelve days 

of Christmas, find a way to share a little Christmas cheer. Call a friend (or 

better yet, a church member) you haven’t heard from in a while just to 

say you were thinking of them. Leave a gift for an unsuspecting store 

clerk. Volunteer at a local agency or make a donation of cash or goods. 

Help someone out who will never know who it was who helped them. 

We are told after the visit from the shepherds that Mary treasured the 

words that had been shared with her.  Share words, or deeds, or even a 

hug that will be treasured as well. That will keep the season alive, without 

a single lord milking or any ladies dancing! 
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1/1 Andrew Pope 

1/5 Daniel King 

1/8 Sue Ogilvie 

1/8 Jill Qualls 

1/8 Carolyn Reed 

1/10 Steve Case 

1/13 Mike Ennis 

1/14 Evelyn Clark 

1/15 Hutton Grace 

1/20 Robert Baker 

1/21 Larry Whipple 

1/21 Alex Cooke 

1/21 Joey Steen 

1/22 Eamon Ennis 

1/22 Farris Nelms 

1/24  Blake Lanier 

1/26 Oana Ennis 

1/26 Dick Nelms 

1/26 Sterling Nelms 

1/27 Bob Qualls 

1/27 Tom Cummins 

1/28 Diane LaCroix 

1/28 Jack Lanier 

1/30 Erin Coggins 

1/30 Chloe Massey 

1/30 April Qualls 

1/31 Katie Treubig 

 

Star Sunday 

Class of  2024 Officers 

Join us in worship on 

Sunday, January 2nd for 

our annual “Star Sunday”. 

Over the several years, this 

has become a favorite 

Epiphany tradition here at 

First Presbyterian. After you 

take communion, pick a star 

from the basket to receive your 

special word for the coming year. 

Come see what star you will be 

following this year! 

We have a fantastic new 

slate of officers who will be 

ordained and installed as 

new officers on January 9th. 

The new officers include:  

Elders: Debra Bell, Wil 

Moore, Shelly Moser, Mollie 

Smith 

Deacons: Betty Adams, James 

Anderson, Justin Clark, LeAnn 

Holmes. Fonzie Geary (to fill an 

unexpired term).  

Officer Training 

There will be mandatory new 

officer training held on Saturday, 

January 8th in the Parlor. 

2022 Flower Chart 

A NOTE FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE:  If  

you haven’t turned in your pledge card yet, please do so as soon as possible. If  

you have lost yours, please contact the office. Kathy will be happy to assist you. 

The flower chart for 2022 

has been posted! If you 

would like to provide 

flowers for the chancel 

shelf this year, please 

stop by the chart located 

in the hall outside of 

Leslie’s office and sign 

up! If you are worried about 

forgetting when you sign 

up, have no fear, Kathy will 

send you a reminder the 

week you are scheduled!  

Stop by today to ensure you 

get the week (or weeks) you 

want! 
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Would you like to help PDS? The Day school would welcome any donations in the form of snacks, supplies and  

scholarship donations. Please check with Ms. Stephanie or Ms. Laura if you would like to donate snacks or supplies. Any 

scholarship donations may be brought to the church office.  

News from Presbyterian Day School: 
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Feed My Sheep  

To prepare for this month’s 

meals, please add one or all 

of  these items to your next 

s h o p p i n g  l i s t .  T h e 

volunteers who are cooking 

for “Feed My Sheep” will 

appreciate anything you can 

supply from our list.  

Drink from a 
can? Pull the 
tab and bring 

it to church! Drop your can 
tabs in the jar in the Narthex 
to help the local V.F.W. 
support the Ronald McDonald 
House and Chi ld ren’ s 
Hospital!  Tabs can also be 
dropped off in the office. 

• Canned beans 

• Diced tomatoes 

• Chili powder 

• Minced garlic 

• Frozen chopped 

onions 

• Frozen chopped 

green peppers 

• Cumin 

• Black pepper 

Your Donation Can Spread Joy 
Your Outreach Committee needs your help to 

be a blessing to local charities. Each month we 

will feature an item that will be collected. Drop 

your donations off  at the church and they will 

be delivered to an agency with a specific need 

for that item.  

This Month’s Item: 

Mens deodorant 

(This month we are donating 

to help Taylor House, a 

domestic violence house for 

men.) 

Note to Church Family: The Day School wing of  the church building will be off  limits 

Monday through Friday to everyone except Day School students and teachers. Thank you 

for your help in this matter. 

The church office 
will be closed in 
observance of 
Martin Luther 
King Day on 

January 17th. 
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Santas for Seniors and Angel Tree 
Way to go church family and friends! You did it again! We made Christmas 

special for 60 children and 10 senior adults! 

10 seniors in the area are being blessed 

for Christmas this year because of  your 

generosity and love! Thank you for 

brightening their Christmas season! 

If you have never seen United Way’s Angel Tree 

operation in action, you should! It’s a very 

humbling experience to see how organized they 

are to insure children in our area receive their 

Christmas gifts! 
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 Preaching and Worship Schedule 

Worship with us on ZOOM 

Zoom number 865 142 3135 and password 72501  

 

January 2, 2nd Sunday of  Christmas 

Text: Psalm 66:1-7; John 1:35-51 

Sermon Title: “Come and See!” 

Hymns: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice; Will You Come and Follow Me; What Star Is This, 

with Beams So Bright  

Liturgist: Fonzie Geary 

 

January 9, Baptism of  the Lord 

Text: Psalm 104:1-4, 10-15; John 2:1-11 

Sermon Title: “Quenching our Thirst” 

Hymns:  God Is Here!; In the Bulb there is a Flower; Great God of  Every Blessing 

Liturgist: Max McElmurry 

 

January 16, 2nd Sunday of  Epiphany 

Text:  Psalm 127; John 2:13-25 

Sermon Title:  “Consuming Zeal” 

Hymns:  O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing; God of  Grace and God of  Glory; Together We 

Serve 

Liturgist: Maggie Alsup 

 

January 23, 3rd Sunday of  Epiphany 

Text:  Psalm 139:13-18; John 3:1-21 

Sermon Title:  “Unclear Answers” 

Hymns:  For the Beauty of  the Earth; O God, Who Gives Us Life; I Love to Tell the Story 

Liturgist: Barry Gehm 

 

January 30, 4th Sunday of  Epiphany 

Text:  John 4:1-15; John 4:16-42 

Sermon Title:  “A Trustworthy Word” 

Hymns:  God of  Great and God of  Small; I Heard the Voice of  Jesus Say; Open My Eyes, 

That I May See  

Liturgist: Karen Lange 

Good News  

  Pastoral Care 

PLEASE REMEMBER these members and friends of First Presbyterian Church in your prayers. 

MEMBERS: Gerri Coleman; Lenora Baldwin; Theodora Hightower; George Lankford; Betty Adams; 
Jo Cudd; Farris and Dick Nelms; Ron Karg; Nat Zumwalt; Trish Boylan.  

FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Ron and Marva Ruhman (friend of Larry & Celeste Whipple); Betty Rains 

(friend of Chuck & Sarah Jones); Terry Harris (friend of James and Camille Anderson); Captain Christian 

Cummings, USAF (nephew of Price & LeAnn Holmes); Amanda Lawrence (sister of Leslie Roper); Gerald Bass 

(friend of Carlene Lewis); Roger Blackmore (friend of James & Camille Anderson); Paul Cox (friend of Price and 

LeAnn Holmes); Chris Walsh (friend of Coleman and Paulson families); Todd & Nancy Phillips (sister and nephew 

of Camille Anderson); Whitney & Dustin Gross (friends of Kathy Whittenton); Eloise Kikkert (granddaughter of 

Don & Lynn Weatherman); Jim and Diane Campbell (brother and sister-in-law of Lenora Baldwin); Betty 

Howard (friend of Kathy Whittenton); Nick Slagle (nephew of Ceil Smith); Susan Anselm (sister of Jo Gehm). 

 

IN THE PRESBYTERY OF ARKANSAS, we remember to pray for these ministries: 

 Jan 2 First, Clarksville Park Hill, North Little Rock 

 Jan. 9 Mt. Vernon, Pea Ridge First, Huntsville 

 Jan. 16  First, Benton Active Ruling Elders  

 Jan. 23 University of the Ozarks, Clarksville Faith, Horseshoe Bend 

 Jan. 30 First, McGehee Inquirers and Candidates for Ministry 
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To my First Presbyterian Church Family, 

Thank you so very much for all of the flowers, cards, calls, visits and meals. I am so 

very grateful to all of you, and appreciative of the care you’ve shown towards me 

during this time. 

Theodora Hightower 

Dear Church Family, 

The flowers that were sent to Price after his surgery certainly brightened the 

room—and it made us both feel so loved. Thank you for the phone calls & prayers. We 

felt them all.  

Love, LeAnn and Price Holmes 


