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The Power of  Let 
 

I once crafted a trendy sign that read “Make it happen.” It reminded my high-achieving self  to 
take the bull by the horns and work hard. Though that message isn’t necessarily harmful, I’ve 
come to appreciate a different approach. 

On her podcast The Next Right Thing, Emily P. Freeman shared the concept of  “Let it count.” She 
decided to trade out the word make, which implies forceful effort and control, for the word let, 
which is surprisingly more powerful. Consider Colossians 3:15, which begins, “Let the peace of  
Christ rule in your hearts” (NIV, emphasis added). Let involves an intentional decision to set aside 
my selfish desires to make and to allow God’s way and will to play out instead. When we let Christ’s 
peace rule, we can truly “let go and let God,” relinquishing control to the One who ultimately 
holds it. 

Although I still have my sign, now it’s a reminder to let God and his peace happen — and to let 
him take the reins of  my days and my life. 

—Janna Firestone 
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Dear Friends and Members of First Presbyterian Church- 

This past Sunday, the good folks at First Presbyterian Church in Searcy installed their new pastor, Rev. Blake 

Brinegar.  It was an exciting day for that church, and a really good day for the Presbytery.  His wife, who also 

happens to be a Lyon Alum who worshipped at our church during college, and a good friend of mine, preached 

his installation service, and ever since then, I’ve been thinking about the text that she preached on.  We read in 

Matthew 11, verses 28-30, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 

you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 

for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

I have to confess that usually when I hear this passage, I envision an animal 

pulling behind itself a heavy piece of farm equipment, and I have to question 

Jesus when he thinks that taking on an additional yoke is going to make things 

easier.  Those things are heavy, y’all!  So when I am weary, what you have to offer 

is the chance to pull a cart or a plow through a field?  Where’s the rest in that??  

Seriously, Jesus, when I am weary from carrying heavy burdens, a pickup truck sounds like much more help.  

This yoke business is for the birds. 

But Elizabeth reminded us that in Jesus’ time, yokes weren’t ever made for single animals, but 

for two, or even for four or eight.  Being yoked meant that you had help.  Which starts to 

make Jesus’ promise sound a little better, at least to my ears.  Bring your weariness to me, Jesus 

says.  I see that you are tired, I see that you have given all that you have, and I will not let you 

keep carrying this all by yourself.  My yoke means that you are always connected, to me and to 

my people.  My yoke means you aren’t on your own.  

I have heard about a lot of weariness lately.  I have heard from a lot of people, a lot of you, who are just tired.  

Tired of having to constantly calculate the risks vs rewards for every activity that you or your family encounter.  

Tired of not being in control of the events that happen (or don’t happen) around you.  Tired of life still seeming 

so out of sorts when we had all hoped things would feel “normal” again soon.  Tired of being disappointed or 

angry or sad. Tired of feeling let down or feeling like you are letting others down.  Just tired. 

To all of us, Jesus says, come to me.  I see how hard you have been trying, and I know that it isn’t easy. I cannot 

promise easy answers, or that the weight that you are carrying will be magically lifted away. But I can promise 

that you are not alone. You have me. And through me, you have one another. You have people to help carry the 

burdens that seem untenable. You have ears to listen when things feel too hard and shoulders to cry on when 

nothing else seems to help. And I for one can’t think of any better news than that! 
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3/01 Alexandra 
 Benton 

3/02 Ann Taylor 

3/05 Ceil Smith 

3/07 Robert 
 Anderson 

3/07 Ana Beal 

3/09 Lucy Yeager 

3/19 Camille 
 Anderson 

3/20 Karen Lange 

3/23 James G. 
 Buchanan 

3/26 Ryan Moore 

3/28 Rebecca 
 Blackmore 

3/29 David Bell 

3/29 Steve Bell 

3/31 James 
 Anderson 

 

2022 Flower Chart 
The flower chart for 2022 still 

has many open dates! If you 

would like to provide 

flowers for the 

chancel shelf this 

year, please stop by 

the chart located in 

the hall outside of 

Leslie’s office and 

sign up! If you are worried 

about forgetting when you sign 

up, have no fear, Kathy 

will send you a reminder 

the week you are 

scheduled!  Stop by today 

to ensure you get the 

week (or weeks) you 

want! 

Contribution statements for your 2021 giving are 
available now. If you would like your statement emailed 
to you, please contact the church office. Printed 
statements are also available in the church office. 

MARCH 12TH 

Easter Flowers 
Easter is right around the 

corner! Orders are now 

being taken for Easter 

flowers. These flowers 

always bring beauty to 

our sanctuary and a smile 

to the person who 

receives them. Watch for 

order forms in your bulletin this 

month. Plants will be $15 

each and can be ordered in 

memory or in honor of 

someone special. You can 

also contact the church 

office to place your order. 
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Would you like to help PDS? The Day school would welcome any donations in the form of snacks, supplies and  

scholarship donations. Please check with Ms. Stephanie or Ms. Laura if you would like to donate snacks or supplies. Any 

scholarship donations may be brought to the church office.  

News from Presbyterian Day School: 

Valentine’s Day 

Parties at PDS! 
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Feed My Sheep  

To prepare for this 

month’s meals, please add 

one or all of  these items 

to your next shopping 

list. The volunteers who 

are cooking for “Feed My 

Sheep” will appreciate 

anything you can supply 

from our list.  

Drink from a 
can? Pull the 
tab and bring 

it to church! Drop your can 
tabs in the jar in the Narthex 
to help the local V.F.W. 
support the Ronald McDonald 
House and Chi ld ren’ s 
Hospital!  Tabs can also be 
dropped off in the office. 

• Canned beans 

• Diced tomatoes 

• Chili powder 

• Minced garlic 

• Frozen chopped 

onions 

• Frozen chopped 

green peppers 

• Cumin 

• Black pepper 

Your Donation Can Spread Joy 
Your Outreach Committee needs your help 

to be a blessing to local charities. Each 

month we will feature an item that will be 

collected. Drop your donations off  at the 

church and they will be delivered to an 

agency with a specific need for that item.  

This Month’s Item: 

Macaroni and cheese cups 

(This will benefits teens 

through the Independence 

County Library’s Teen 

Program.) 

A NOTE FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE:  If  you haven’t turned in 

your pledge card yet, please do so as soon as possible. If  you have lost yours, please contact 

the office. Kathy will be happy to assist you. 

A Note from: 

Nat Zumwalt 

 

So thankful for 

ZOOM!! 
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Ash Wednesday 

This year, Ash Wednesday, the first 

day of  Lent, falls on March 2. 

During worship services that day, 

pastors in many Christian churches 

dip a finger in ashes (often made 

by burning branches from the previous 

Palm Sunday) and make a cross on 

parishioners’ foreheads. Worship here at 

will begin at 6pm that night. 

Why ashes? Traditionally, they’re a sign of  
mourning, humiliation and penitence. 
Ashes also represent the frailty and 
temporary nature of  human life (“You are 
dust, and to dust you shall return,” 
Genesis 3:19). Christians are pained 

because our sins led to Jesus’ death. 
With repentant hearts, we begin the 
season of  Lent, knowing that it leads 
to Jesus’ resurrection on Easter 
Sunday. 

For Ash Wednesday — and throughout the 40 
days of  Lent — ponder this prayer from an 
Italian sacramentary, or liturgical book: “O 
God, you know how fragile is our human 
nature, wounded as it is by sin. Help your 
people to enter upon the Lenten journey 
strengthened by the power of  your word, so 
that we may be victorious over the seduction 
of  the Evil One and reach the paschal feast in 
the joy of  the Holy Spirit.” 

Update from Our Knit Wits 
2021 was a productive year once again for 

our knitting/crocheting group! A 

whopping 122 caps were made and 

donated to Arkansas Children’s Hospital!  

If  you have an interested in learning a new 

hobby, contact Camille Anderson for more 

information! She would love to teach you the 

basics, and get you started on making caps 

for children! 

Lenten Devotional Books are available at the church!  There are devotional 

books both meant for adults and some meant for families with children.  Pick 

one up in the Narthex after worship, or contact the church office if  you’d like 

one mailed to your home! 
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 Preaching and Worship Schedule 

Worship with us on ZOOM 

Zoom number 865 142 3135 and password 72501  

 

March 2, Ash Wednesday 

Text: Isaiah 58:1-12; John 10:1-18 

Sermon Title: “Tending Sheep” 

Hymns: Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days; Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us; Abide 

with Me  

 

March 6, 5th Sunday after Epiphany 

Text: John 11:1-16; John 11:17-44 

Sermon Title: “Embodying Hope” 

Hymns: We Praise You, O God; Breathe on Me, Breath of  God; Take Us As We Are, O God 

Liturgist: Courtney Beal 

 

March 13, 6th Sunday after Epiphany 

Text:  Psalm 51:1-12; John 13:1-17 

Sermon Title:  “Washing Feet” 

Hymns:  Come, Thou Found of  Every Blessing; Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love; Will You 

Let Me Be Your Servant 

Liturgist: Max McElmurry 

 

March 20, 7th Sunday after Epiphany 

Text:  Psalm 17:1-17; John 18:12-27 

Sermon Title:  “Standing Alone” 

Hymns:  O Lord My God; Great Is Thy Faithfulness; Beneath the Cross of  Jesus 

Liturgist: Carlene Lewis 

 

March 27, Transfiguration of  the Lord 

Text:  Psalm 145:8-13;  John 18:28-40 

Sermon Title:  “Picking Battles” 

Hymns:  Your Faithfulness, O Lord, Is Sure; O Christ, the Great Foundation; We Wait the 

Peaceful Kingdom 

Liturgist: Chuck Jones 

Good News  

  Pastoral Care 

PLEASE REMEMBER these members and friends of First Presbyterian Church in your prayers. 

MEMBERS: Gerri Coleman; Theodora Hightower; George Lankford; Jo Cudd; Farris and Dick 
Nelms; Ron Karg; Nat Zumwalt; Trish Boylan.  

FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Ron and Marva Ruhman (friend of Larry & Celeste Whipple); Betty Rains 

(friend of Chuck & Sarah Jones); Terry Harris (friend of James and Camille Anderson); Captain Christian 

Cummings, USAF (nephew of Price & LeAnn Holmes); Amanda Lawrence (sister of Leslie Roper); Gerald Bass 

(friend of Carlene Lewis); Roger Blackmore (friend of James & Camille Anderson); Paul Cox (friend of Price and 

LeAnn Holmes); Chris Walsh (friend of Coleman and Paulson families); Todd & Nancy Phillips (sister and nephew 

of Camille Anderson); Whitney & Dustin Gross (friends of Kathy Whittenton); Eloise Kikkert (granddaughter of 

Don & Lynn Weatherman); Jim and Diane Campbell (brother and sister-in-law of Lenora Baldwin); Betty 

Howard (friend of Kathy Whittenton); Nick Slagle (nephew of Ceil Smith); Susan Anselm (sister of Jo Gehm). 

 

IN THE PRESBYTERY OF ARKANSAS, we remember to pray for these ministries: 

 March 6 Second, Little Rock First, Yellville 

 March 13 Directors of Children’s Programs First, Mena 

 March 20 First United, Fayetteville Lyon College, Batesville 

 March 27 First, Harrison First, North Little Rock AC 
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Dear FPC Batesville, 

Thank you for the delicious shortbread and kind welcome. We look forward to good fellow-

ship with our new church family! 

Best Regards, 

Ken & Sandy James 

To First Presbyterian Church - 

Thank you for all of your prayers, food, and phone calls the past year. Jesus showed us 

and taught us how to live a life of love and caring for each other. This is something our 

church does well.        Thank you, 

Lenora Baldwin 


