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Good News

Return Service Requested

Thoughts From the Pastor
Dear Friends and Members of First Presbyterian ChurchNetflix (and other streaming services) have changed the way that we consume our media. On many of these
services, a new season of a show will drop at one time, so that “binging” of that show can commence. I’ll admit
that I’m often a fan of this- gets rid of all that pesky delayed gratification that comes with waiting patiently for
something new to come. I have noticed, though, that it has also changed the way that we talk about television.
Instead of knowing that everyone watched the new episode last night and is ready to dish, now it’s important to
find out how much of a show someone has watched, so as to not break that most important commandment
“Thou shalt not spoil a beloved show”. There was something about the communal nature of television back in
the day (or, as my boys might say, back in the olden days), when you knew that you all watched something
“together”, even in your separate living rooms.

Check Us Out Online at:
www.fpcbatesville.org

HALLOWEEN EVENTS
KIDS —Last year’s Trunk or Treat was so popular we’ve brought it back! Families, bring your
kids in costume, to the College Street parking lot for a fun afternoon on Sunday, October 31st at
3:00 p.m. If you would like to distribute candy from your trunk, we’d love to have you there!
Decorating your trunk is fun, but optional.

YOUTH – On Halloween afternoon at 3:30 p.m., meet at the church to head down to the River
Haunt with the youth from St. Paul’s! We’ll head to St. Paul’s afterwards for some yummy treats
and be done at 5:00 p.m. Bring a friend, and $9 for the River Haunt.

This fall, though, that communal TV experience was back, at least for me. Last summer, a friend encouraged me
to watch the Apple TV show “Ted Lasso”, a heartfelt comedy about a US football coach moving to England to
coach soccer (well, they would say “football”). If you aren’t a soccer fan, that shouldn’t keep you from watchingwhile the show may center around a soccer team, it really isn’t about soccer. It’s about kindness and about
treating people well and honesty and forgiveness and setting healthy boundaries and it is incredible. If you are
sensitive to crass language, this might not be the show for you, but I cannot recommend it highly enough. In
Ted’s own words, watching this show makes me feel “like we fell out of a lucky tree, hit every branch on the way
down, ended up in a pool full of cash and Sour Patch Kids."
Until last week when the season came to a close, a new episode of Ted Lasso dropped every Friday. And by
Friday evening, my Facebook feed was full of conversation, dissecting and analyzing each character and each plot
point. “Ted talks” became the highlight of a week. We may not have gathered together in a big room to watch
the show together (like “Friends” was watched in seminary), but we watched and we talked and we shared in a way
that it became communal.
It occurred to me that our current worship has a lot in common with the way we watch beloved shows. Right
now, we are not all in the same place, at least not physically. Some are making their way to the sanctuary, and
some are joining via Zoom. That doesn’t mean, however, that we are not sharing the worship experience. We just
have to be willing to reach out to one another about our experience. We have to be willing to show up, whether
in person or online. We have to be willing to pay attention to who is there and who is not, then reach out to those
we miss. Because it is not just in the moment, but also in the sharing, that we find our community. In his own
“Ted talk”, Coach Lasso once reminded us, "I think that if you care about someone and you got a little love in
your heart, there ain't nothing you can't get through together." I have seen the care you have for one another, and
I know that there is so much more than just a little love in your hearts. And so the rest is true as well, there is
NOTHING that we can’t get through together.
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Good News

Confirmation Classes

11/01 Bob Williamson

11/04 Julie Grace
11/09 Jeff Roper
11/10 Rob Grace
11/12 John Douglas
Miller
11/13

Matt Rueter

11/13

Chuck Jones

11/13

Sarah Jones

11/15

Kathy
Whittenton

11/16 Kristie Pope
11/18 Jane Williamson
11/21 Deborah Stroud
11/24 Avery Moore
11/26 Danny Yeager
11/27 John Malin
11/29 Fonzie Geary, III
11/30 Sue Johnston

Good News
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News from Presbyterian Day School:

Infant baptism in the Presbyterian Church is a practice that reminds us
that God choses us before we can do any choosing of our own, and that
God claims us and forgives us of all of our sins before we can ask. As
children enter adolescence, through Confirmation Class, they have the
opportunity to explore the faith into which they were baptized and then
decide for themselves to join the church as full members. Confirmation
Classes are held during the Sunday School hour from now until
December 19th, when these students will officially be confirmed as
members of First Presbyterian Church.
The Confirmation Class of 2021:
C o o p e r
Coleman. Cooper
is the son of Win
and
Jennifer
Coleman,
and
older brother to
Caitlin. Cooper’s confirmation
mentor will be Price Holmes
III.

Jordan Roper.
Jordan is the son
of Jeff and Leslie
Roper, and older
brother of Daniel.
J o r d a n ’ s
confirmation
mentor will be Danny Bell.

Georgie Freiert.
Georgie is the
daughter of Jeffery
and Jesse Freiert,
and younger sister
to Lily. Georgie’s
confirmation
mentor will be Shelly Moser.

Sam Smith. Sam
is the son of
Mollie Smith, and
younger brother to
Jacob.
Sam’s
confirmation
mentor will be

Kate
Lanier.
Kate
is
the
daughter of Blake
and Kathy Lanier,
and younger sister
to Jack. Kate’s
confirmation
mentor will be Melissa Qualls.

Chuck Jones.

DAY SCHOOL
DONATIONS
The 3-Year-Old class needs:
• pipe cleaners
• stickers
• 8” plain white paper
plates

Would you like to help PDS? The Day school would welcome any donations in the form of snacks, supplies and
scholarship donations. Please check with Ms. Stephanie or Ms. Laura if you would like to donate snacks or supplies. Any
scholarship donations may be brought to the church office.
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•

Canned beans

•

Diced tomatoes

•

Chili powder

•

Minced garlic

•

Frozen chopped
onions

•

Frozen chopped
green peppers

•

Cumin

•

Black pepper

Good News

Feed My Sheep
To prepare for this month’s
meals, please add one or all
of these items to your next
shopping list. The
volunteers who are cooking
for “Feed My Sheep” will
appreciate anything you can
supply from our list.

Drink from a
can? Pull the
tab and bring
it to church! Drop your can
tabs in the jar in the Narthex
to help the local V.F.W.
support the Ronald McDonald
House and Children’s
Hospital! Tabs can also be
dropped off in the office.

Your Donation Can Spread Joy
The church will be
closed Wednesday
November 24-26 for
Thanksgiving.
The office will
reopen on Monday,
November 29th.

Your Outreach Committee needs your help to
be a blessing to local charities. Each month we
will feature an item that will be collected. Drop
your donations off at the church and they will
be delivered to an agency with a specific need
for that item.

This Month’s Item:
New or gently used full size
bedding
(sheet sets, blankets, quilts, etc)
This month we are helping New Hope
Refuge. The bedding items collected, go
to a woman (and her family), and are
taken with them after she graduates the
substance abuse program.

Note to Church Family: The Day School wing of the church building will be off limits
Monday through Friday to everyone except Day School students and teachers. Thank you
for your help in this matter.

Good News
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Angel Tree Program and Santas for Seniors
Each year, more and more families rely on
the Angel Tree program to help give their
kids a Christmas they otherwise are unable
to give them. Children between the
ages of 2 and 10 make out a Christmas
list, and hope that someone will pick
their name and bless them with some
new clothes, or toys. Will you be the
family that picks out an angel or two to
bless?
Angels will be available for pick up in a
variety of ways this year. You can stop
by the church office, or the Narthex to
pick out an angel, or call/email the church
and Kathy would be happy to help you
choose an angel or two. Gifts will be due
back to the church early December. Please
watch your email for more information, or

contact the church office with any
questions you might have. Thank you
for your help in making Christmas a
little brighter for these children.
If helping to deliver the presents to
the United Way is something you
would be interested in, please
watch for more information in
December.
Santas for Seniors
We will partner again with
White River Area Agency on
Aging to provide several seniors a
chance to receive gifts that they
may otherwise not receive.
Seniors will be available the same
time as Angels.

Officer Nominations & Stewardship Campaign
Officer Nominations

Stewardship Campaign

It’s the time of year again where we begin
to look towards what the next year in our
church will look like. This includes the
group of members who are in charge of
our church. Officer for the church accept
the responsibility for the oversight and
leadership over the church, so we need very
capable people in these positions.

Pledge cards are being mailed out soon. Please fill
out your pledge card and return it to the church
by December 6th. There are multiple ways you
can return your pledge card! You can drop by the
office during the week and turn it in, mail it to
the church, call Kathy and let her know your
2022 pledge, or drop her an email at

If you have a desire to serve your church in
a leadership roll, or know someone who
would do well as a Deacon or Elder, or be
a part of the Day School board, please
submit that person’s name by emailing the
church office, or give Kathy a call and she
will take your nomination over the phone.

firstpresbatesville@gmail.com!
The Stewardship Committee thanks you for your
timely response. Remember, the lights and heat
can stay on and we can serve others because of
you and your faithfulness!
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Good News

Preaching and Worship Schedule
Worship with us on ZOOM
Zoom number 865 142 3135 and password 72501
November 7, 24th Sunday after Pentecost
Text: Psalm 46; 1 Kings 19:11-18
Sermon Title: “Sound of Silence”
Hymns: Let All Things Now Living; A Mighty Fortress Is Our God; O God in Whom All Life
Begins
Liturgist: Maggie Alsup
November 14, 25th Sunday after Pentecost
Text: Psalm 37:1-13; Amos 1:1-2; 5:14-15, 21-24
Sermon Title: “God’s Wishlist”
Hymns: Great Is Thy Faithfulness; Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples; Live Into Hope
Liturgist: Carlene Lewis
November 21, Christ the King
Text: Psalm 93; Isaiah 9:1-7
Sermon Title: “Once and Future King”
Hymns: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!; Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness; Lead
On, O King Eternal!
Liturgist: Dr. Fonzie Geary
November 28, 1st Sunday of Advent
Text: John 11:17-27; Ezekiel 37:1-14
Sermon Title: “Promise of New Life”
Hymns: O Lord, How Shall I Meet You; Breathe on Me, Breath of God; There is Now a New
Creation
Liturgist: Karen Lange

Turn clocks back on
Saturday, November 6th
before bed so you don’t
miss church on Sunday!

Good News
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Pastoral Care
PLEASE REMEMBER these members and friends of First Presbyterian Church in your prayers.
MEMBERS: Gerri Coleman; Lenora Baldwin; Theodora Hightower; George Lankford; Betty Adams;
Jo Cudd; Farris and Dick Nelms; Ron Karg; Nat Zumwalt; Trish Boylan.
FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Todd Phillips (nephew of Camille Anderson); Terry Harris (friend of James &
Camille Anderson); Captain Christian Cummings, USAF (nephew of Price & LeAnn Holmes); Amanda
Lawrence (sister of Leslie Roper); Gerald Bass (friend of Carlene Lewis); Roger Blackmore (friend of James &
Camille Anderson); Paul Cox (friend of Price and LeAnn Holmes); Chris Walsh (friend of Coleman and Paulson
families); Nancy Phillips (sister of Camille Anderson); Whitney & Dustin Gross (friends of Kathy Whittenton);
Eloise Kikkert (granddaughter of Don & Lynn Weatherman); Bob Stockalper (friend of James & Camille
Anderson); Jim and Diane Campbell (brother and sister-in-law of Lenora Baldwin); Betty Howard (friend of Kathy
Whittenton); Barbara Young (friend of Jo Cudd); Nick Slagle (nephew of Ceil Smith); Tommy and Trisha
Walden (brother-in-law and sister of Camille Anderson); Susan Anselm (sister of Jo Gehm).
IN THE PRESBYTERY OF ARKANSAS, we remember to pray for these ministries:

Nov. 7

Campus Ministries

Hospital Chaplains and Counselors

Nov. 14

Church Nursery Workers

First, Rogers

Nov. 21

First, Marianna

Westminster, Hot Springs

Nov. 28

First, Paragould

Church Custodians

First Presbyterian Church—
Thank you for sending the wonderful meal. Your prayers,
kindness, thoughtfulness meant so much to us in our time
of sorrow.
With Love,
Shelly Moser, Chasity Manry and family

