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Gratitude Galore 

If  you’ve ever kept a gratitude journal, you know they’re fairly easy to fill. Edward King, an 
English bishop known for working with the poor, may not have had a fancy journal. But these 
words evoke such a list: “I will thank God … for the glory of  the thunder, for the mystery of  
music, the singing of  birds and the laughter of  children. … for the awe of  the sunset, the beauty 
of  flowers, the smile of  friendship and the look of  love … for the leaves on the trees in spring 
and autumn, for the witness of  the leafless trees through the winter, teaching us that death is 
sleep and not destruction, for the sweetness of  flowers and the scent of  hay. Truly, oh Lord, the 
earth is full of  thy riches!” 

King concludes: “And yet how much more I will thank and praise God for the 
strength of  my body enabling me to work, for the refreshment of  sleep, for 
my daily bread, for the days of  painless health, for the gift of  my mind and 
the gift of  my conscience, for his loving guidance of  my mind ever since it 
first began to think, and of  my heart ever since it first began to love.” 
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We always thank God for all of you when we mention you constantly in our prayers. This is because we 
remember your work that comes from faith, your effort that comes from love, and your perseverance that 
comes from hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father. (1 Thessalonians 1:2-3, 
Common English Bible) 

 

Yes, it’s true! As we read what Paul wrote to the Christians in Thessalonica, we find that his words are still fresh 
and challenging, because the problems that concerned those first Christians are still active issues today: issues of 
faith and growth in Christ. Let me assure you: First Presbyterian Church of Batesville is held is such high regard 
by everyone I talk with across the Presbytery of Arkansas. And you are held in my prayers and the prayers of 
people across the presbytery as you and your elected Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) search for your next 
installed pastor.  

 

You’ve been through this before. . . In this in-between time, you as a congregation are challenged to continue 
growing in your faith as you also persevere in living a Christ-filled life. Pray continually for wisdom and guidance 
for the members of your PNC and trust the process. Sometimes in their anxiety, congregations have tried to take 
shortcuts and rush things along. . . not always with the best outcome. Instead, hold onto this scripture from Isaiah 
41:10: 

 

Don’t fear, because I am with you; don’t be afraid, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, I will surely 
help you; I will hold you with my righteous strong hand. (Isaiah 41:10, Common English Bible) 

 

These words originally written to the people of Israel after the Babylonian conquest are words for us in our time, 
too. God promises deliverance from whatever challenges we face. God’s right hand will uphold and strengthen 
us.  

 

You have elected a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) and have entrusted them with the task of finding a new 
pastor to lead your congregation. Trust the process. Have faith. God is with you even in this. . . and I’m with you, 
too. My name is Linda Whitworth-Reed. I’m a retired Presbyterian pastor and am the new liaison for your 
congregation with Arkansas Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry (COM). Along with the presbytery staff, I will 
be a resource for your PNC as you and your congregation go through this process. And I look forward to 
worshipping with you soon. 

 

Many Blessings, 

Linda Whitworth-Reed 
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11/04 Julie Grace 

11/09 Jeff Roper 

11/10 Rob Grace 

11/12 John Douglas 

Miller 

11/13  Matt Rueter 

11/13 Chuck Jones 

11/13  Sarah Jones 

11/15 Kathy Whittenton 

11/16 Kristie Pope 

11/21 Deborah Stroud 

11/24  Avery Moore 

11/26 Danny Yeager 

11/27 John Malin 

11/29 Fonzie Geary, III 

11/30 Sue Johnston 

Angel Tree Program and Santas for Seniors 

Each year, more and more families rely on the Angel 

Tree program to help give their kids a Christmas they 

otherwise are unable to give them. Children between 

the ages of 2 and 10 make out a Christmas list, and 

hope that someone will pick their name and bless 

them with some new clothes, or toys. Will you be 

the family that picks out an angel or two to bless?  

Angels will be available for pick up in a variety of ways this year. 

You can stop by the church office, or the Narthex to pick out an 

angel, or call/email the church and Kathy would be happy to help 

you choose an angel or two. Gifts will be due back to the church 

early December. Please watch your email for more 

information, or contact the church office with any 

questions you might have. Thank you for your help in 

making Christmas a little brighter for these children. 

If helping to deliver the presents to the United Way is 

something you would be interested in, please watch for 

more information in December. 

Santas for Seniors 

We will partner again with White River Area Agency on Aging to 

provide several seniors a chance to receive gifts that they may 

otherwise not receive.  Seniors will be available the same time as 

Angels. 

A Challenging Word 

Do you not know that God entrusted you with that money — all 
above what buys necessities for your families — to feed the 
hungry, to clothe the naked, to help the stranger, the widow, the 
fatherless; and, indeed, as far as it will go, to relieve the wants of 
all mankind? How can you, how dare you, defraud the Lord, by 
applying it to any other purpose? 

—from a sermon by John Wesley 
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Would you like to help PDS? The Day school would welcome any donations in the form of snacks, supplies and  

scholarship donations. Please check with Ms. Stephanie or Ms. Laura if you would like to donate snacks or supplies. Any 

scholarship donations may be brought to the church office.  

Presbyterian Day School 
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Drink from a 
can? Pull the tab 
and bring it to 
church! Drop 
your can tabs in the jar in the 
Narthex to help the local 
V.F.W. support the Ronald 
McDonald  House and 
Children’s Hospital!  Tabs can 
also be dropped off in the 
office. 

Make plans now to attend this 

month’s lunch, in the Fellowship 

Hall after worship on Sunday, 

November 13th. Come share 

some great conversation with 

your church family and enjoy a 

tasty lunch. 

Your Donation Can Spread Joy 
Your Outreach Committee needs your help 

to be a blessing to local charities. Drop your 

donations off at the church and they will be 

delivered to an agency with a specific need 

for that item.  

This Month’s Item: 

Ramen Noodles 

(To benefit Batesville Schools  

Food Pantry) 

BIBLE TRIVIA 

QUESTION 

Here’s something to get you thinking! 

If you don’t know the answer, try 

phoning a church friend! Let this be a 

way to start a conversation and 

check up on each other! 

 

Name two people who were asleep 

in the bottom of the boat. 

 

The monthly trivia question is brought 
to you by your FPC Deacons! 
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CURRENT ELDERS: 

Class of 2022 

Clark Baker 

Laura Geary 

Chuck Jones 

Carlene Lewis 

 

Class of 2023 

J.R. Baker 

Jesse Freiert 

Kathy Lanier 

Bob Stroud 

 

Class of 2024 

Debra Bell 

Wil Moore 

Shelly Moser 

Mollie Smith  

 

CURRENT DEACONS: 

Class of 2022 

Courtney Beal 

Price Holmes III 

Sarah Jones 

Jeremy Weaver 

 

Class of 2023 

Fonzie Geary 

Nate Pyle 

Carolyn Reed 

Larry Whipple 

 

Class of 2024 

Betty Adams 

James Anderson 

Justin Clark 

LeAnn Holmes 

Officer Nominations & Stewardship Campaign 

Officer Nominations 

It’s the time of year again where we begin to look towards what the next 

year in our church will look like. This includes the group of members who are 

in charge of our church. Officer for the church accept the responsibility for 

the oversight and leadership over the church, so we need very capable 

people in these positions. 

If you have a desire to serve your church in a leadership roll, or know 

someone who would do well as a Deacon or Elder, or be a part of the Day 

School board, please submit that person’s name by emailing the church 

office, or give Kathy a call and she will take your nomination over the phone. 

Stewardship Campaign 

Pledge cards are being mailed out soon. Please fill out your pledge card and 

return it to the church by December 15th. There are multiple ways you can 

return your pledge card! You can drop by the office during the week and 

turn it in, mail it to the church, call Kathy and let her know your 2023 pledge, 

or drop her an email at firstpresbatesville@gmail.com!  

The Stewardship Committee thanks you for your timely response. 

Remember, the lights and heat can stay on and we can serve others 

because of you and your faithfulness! 

Breakfast With Santa! 
Breakfast with Santa is back!! Once again, 

Presbyterian Day School will be hosting it’s annual 

fundraiser – Breakfast With Santa!  Mark your 

calendars for Saturday, December 10th, from 

8:00—11:00 a.m.! Tickets can be purchased for $8 

each from any current day school family, the 

teachers, or the church office.  

Your ticket includes breakfast and a photo with Santa! You also get access 

to the bake sale and silent auction, which always has some amazing gifts 

available! Buy your tickets ahead of time, or you can purchase them at the 

door to Fellowship Hall! 
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 Preaching and Worship Schedule 

Worship with us on ZOOM 

Zoom number 865 142 3135 and password 72501  

 

November 6, 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Preaching: Rev. Jeremy Wilhelmi 

Liturgist: Sarah Jones 

 

 

November 13, 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Preaching: Rev. Linda Reed 

Liturgist: Andrea Weaver 

 

 

November 20, Christ the King Sunday 

Preaching: Rev. Linda Reed 

Liturgist: Carlene Lewis 

 

 

November 27, 1st Sunday of Advent 

Preaching: Rev. Shea McGinnis 

Liturgist: Wanette Baker 

 

The church will 
be closed 

November 23-25 
for Thanksgiving. 

Good News  

  Pastoral Care 

PLEASE REMEMBER these members and friends of First Presbyterian Church in your prayers. 

MEMBERS: Gerri Coleman; George Lankford; Jo Cudd; Farris and Dick Nelms; Ron Karg; Nat 
Zumwalt; Trish Boylan.  

FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Charlie Robuck (grandson of Jo Cudd); Debbie Mason (niece of Carlene 
Lewis); Byron Difani, (principal at Eagle Mountain); Paul & Susan (Critz) Guthrie (friend of the 

congregation); Marjorie Seasholtz (friend of Kathy Whittenton); Elbert & Stacy Lindsey (friends of Scott 

& Melissa Qualls family); Don Weatherman (friend of the congregation); Helen Enderland (friend of 

Kathy Altom); Kathy Duke (niece of Kathy Altom); Ron Ruhman (friend of Larry & Celeste Whipple); 
Captain Christian Cummings, USAF (nephew of Price & LeAnn Holmes); Amanda Lawrence (sister of 

Leslie Roper); Gerald Bass (friend of Carlene Lewis); Roger Blackmore (friend of James & Camille 

Anderson); Paul Cox (friend of Price & LeAnn Holmes); Todd & Nancy Phillips (sister & nephew of 

Camille Anderson); Eloise Kikkert (granddaughter of Don & Lynn Weatherman); Jim & Diane Campbell 

(brother & sister-in-law of Lenora Baldwin); Betty Howard (friend of Kathy Whittenton); Nick Slagle 

(nephew of Ceil Smith); Susan Anselm (sister of Jo Gehm). 

IN THE PRESBYTERY OF ARKANSAS, we remember to pray for these ministries: 

Nov. 6 Campus Ministries Hospital Chaplains & Counselors 

Nov. 13 Church Nursery Workers First, Rogers 

Nov. 20 First, Mariana Westminster, Hot Springs 

Nov. 27 First, Paragould Church Custodians 
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Dear Friends, 
 
Farris and I thank you so much for the beautiful floral arrangements. “Sunshine on a rainy day” 
comes in many forms and those certainly brightened our “rainy” day. Thank you again and may 
God continue to bless us all. 

Dick and Farris  Nelms 


