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Good News

Return Service Requested

Thoughts From the Pastor
Dear Friends and Members of First Presbyterian Church-

Check Us Out Online at:
www.fpcbatesville.org

Trunk or Treat on October 31st
Last year, our Trunk or Treat was born out of necessity, but this year, let’s Trunk or Treat for
fun! At 3pm on the afternoon of Halloween, make plans to be on the church grounds to
celebrate with your church family.
Have kids? Bring them in their costumes, ready for some treats and some fun.
Like kids? Plan on being at the church, ready to hand out candy or treats to some awesome
kids (themed trunks are a plus, but not required).
If you have questions, or already know that you want to help, let Leslie know. And be ready
for some fun!!

Everyone defines the change in seasons differently. For some, fall begins when school starts back in session or
when football games begin (whether it is the Friday night lights of high school ball, College Game Day on
Saturdays or NFL on Sunday afternoons). For those who measure fall by the return of the Pumpkin Spice Latte to
Starbucks, apparently fall began on August 24th of this year. This week, finally, the temperatures have dipped
enough that I can at least start thinking about fall (while ignoring the highs that will be back in the 90’s next week).
I won’t lie- I’m excited about that! I’m ready for hot apple cider, and sweatshirts on cool mornings, and sitting
around fires under the evening sky.
Part of the excitement about fall, however, I know comes from being ready for a
change. I really felt the cartoon that came across my Facebook feed this week, about
our different responses to the same temperature in different seasons. Full disclosure, I
did pull out my favorite fluffy cardigan sweater this week, at a temperature that I
surely would have shed it quickly in the spring. There is something thrilling about a
new season starting because of the possibility that it brings: the possibility of newness,
the possibility of improvement, possibility born of hope.
In his letter to the church at Rome, Paul writes, “May the God of hope fill you with
all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit.” At first read, this statement might come off as a little Pollyanna-ish, at best, and maybe even glib and
naïve at worst. Yes, yes, Paul- hope and joy and peace all sound wonderful, but we are caught in a mire of
uncertainty right now, unsure which way to go and unsure of how to move forward. Our communal exhaustion
over living in a pandemic has made us extra quick to judge our neighbors and extra slow to seek reconciliation and
forgiveness. We are doing our best to make it through the day without snapping at someone we love or doing
something that leads to a giant q-tip being stuck up our nose. Hope seems a little far-fetched right now, don’t you
think?
And yet, it is maybe right now that we need those words from Paul the most. We will not find the hope that we
need on our own, not from pulling up our own bootstraps or from sticking our heads in the sand. That hope
comes only from our God, who fills us with joy when are swimming in fear and sends us peace when discomfort is
all we know. When that first glimmer of hope shows up in your life, grab ahold and don’t let go, even if it feels
premature, even if others look at you strangely. Just like fleeting fall temperatures when more heat is on the way,
the hope that God sends may feel like an oasis, but it is just the refreshment you need. Seek that hope, and once
you find it, share it wildly. Before you know it, we will all be abounding in hope!
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Lyon Homecoming & Scottish Fest 2021

10/1
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10/12
10/14
10/16
10/21
10/24
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Wil More
Carolyn Buchanan
Wendel Swisher
Cameron Highsmith
Reed Pierce
Eileen Scroggin
Beth Jones
Payne Moser
Chris Bell
Carly Grace
Mary Ann Bell
Jo Cudd
Hannah Grace
Daniel Roper
Mila Ennis
Ryan Barton
Whitney Massey
Juliana Moser
Lenora Baldwin
Reed Beal
Price Holmes
Robert Taylor

This year Scottish Fest is
coinciding with Homecoming
festivities at Lyon College.
From October 8-10 Lyon
College will be host to
highland dancers, pipe
bands, sheep dog
demonstrations,
traditional Scottish
games, along with
football tailgating!
The Kirkin’ o’ the
Tartans will be held at
11:00 a.m. on Sunday, October
10th (there will not be a
worship service at First
Presbyterian that day).

Highland games are always a

staple at any Scottish festival.
Kids can get in on the action
this year at Lyon! There will be
kids versions of the sheaf toss,
caber toss and a welly
toss (think hammer
toss) for the younger
kids to try their hands
at tossing wellies….or
rain boots!
Don’t forget to check
out the homecoming
football game on
Saturday at 3:00 p.m. at Pioneer
Stadium to see the homecoming
court and who is chosen king
and queen.

For a full schedule check out
arscottishfest.com.

World Communion Sunday
The celebration of World
Communion Sunday by
Presbyterians began in 1936.
Later, in 1940, World
Communion Sunday began being
celebrated across denominations.
This year, Sunday, October 3rd,
is World Communion Sunday,
and we will join with Christians
around the world at the table to

break the bread and share the
cup as one people.
If you have fabric from around
the world, we would love for
you to share it with us this
Sunday to dress the
communion table as a visible
reminder of the wide world to
which we are connected.

Good News
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News from Presbyterian Day School:

The new school year
brings with it new
friends and new
adventures!
DAY SCHOOL DONATIONS
This year we are putting out a list of
items needed for the Day School. If
you are able to purchase some of
these, the kids would be grateful.
Church family, you can drop your
supplies off in the church office, and
we will get them down to the Day
School.
The 3-Year-Old class needs:
•
•
•

Pompoms
Dried corn husks
Treasure box items

The 4-Year-Old class needs:
• Toilet paper rolls
• pompoms

Would you like to help PDS? The Day school would welcome any donations in the form of snacks, supplies and
scholarship donations. Please check with Ms. Stephanie or Ms. Laura if you would like to donate snacks or supplies. Any
scholarship donations may be brought to the church office.
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•

Elbow macaroni

•

Tomato sauce

•

Diced tomatoes

•

Shredded cheddar
cheese

•

Soy sauce

•

Bay leaves

•

Italian seasoning

•

Seasoned salt

•

Minced garlic

Feed My Sheep
To prepare for this month’s
meals, please add one or all
of these items to your next
shopping list. The
volunteers who are cooking
for “Feed My Sheep” will
appreciate anything you can
supply from our list.

Drink from a
can? Pull the
tab and bring
it to church! Drop your can
tabs in the jar in the Narthex
to help the local V.F.W.
support the Ronald McDonald
House and Children’s
Hospital! Tabs can also be
dropped off in the office.
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A Look Ahead
Each year it seems like time moves a little
quicker at the end of the year. So to help
you out a little, here is a preview of what
is coming up in the next few months here
at First Presbyterian Church. We hope
this helps as you plan parties and
gatherings the rest of the year, and allows
you to get the most from your church.

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Breakfast with Santa
Nominations for New Officers
2022 Stewardship Campaign
Poinsettia Orders
Angel Tree and Santas for Seniors
Christmas Eve Service
Other Christmas activities to be
determined.

Lyon College Service Day
Your Donation Can Spread Joy

There are still several
open weeks on the
flower chart for the
rest of 2021. If you
haven’t done so
already, please stop
by and select a week
or two to provide
flowers for the
chancel shelf.

Good News

Your Outreach Committee needs your help
to be a blessing to local charities. Each
month we will feature an item that will be
collected. Drop your donations off at the
church and they will be delivered to an
agency with a specific need for that item.

This Month’s Item:
Juice Boxes
or Pouches

Lyon College Service Day is an event
where all members of the Lyon
Community head out into the
Batesville community to give
back to the community through
acts of service.
Last year, Service Day took on a
different approach due to Covid
guidelines. We were not able to
gather or go out into the
community and serve those who
have given so much to the school.
Thankfully, we are back this year to inperson service projects. On Wednesday,
October 20th, the Lyon community will

Pledge Check
Note to Church Family: The Day School wing of the church building will be off limits
Monday through Friday to everyone except Day School students and teachers. Thank you
for your help in this matter.

October is typically the month where we ask you
to take a moment and see how you are standing
with your pledge. If you would like to check in
with the office and have a copy of your pledge
statement printed or emailed to you, call the office
(or email Kathy) and we will get a statement sent
your way!

head out into the Batesville community for a
variety of tasks and projects. As usual, the
campus will host a community wide
picnic following the completion of
projects around town.

If you see groups of students and
faculty and staff cleaning flowerbeds
along Main Street, or drive by the
Humane Society and see them caring
for animals, or engaging in other tasks
around town, be sure to wave and say
thanks. Lyon appreciates our Batesville
community partners and are grateful we are
able to give back this year.

spirit

When my
is faint, you
know my way.
Psalm 142:3
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Preaching and Worship Schedule
Worship with us on ZOOM
Zoom number 865 142 3135 and password 72501
October 3, 19th Sunday after Pentecost
Text: Psalm 34:1-8; Exodus 16:1-18
Sermon Title: “Hunger Pains”
Hymns: I Come with Joy; All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly; Great God of Every Blessing
Liturgist: Carolyn Buchanan
October 10, 20th Sunday after Pentecost
Kirkin Service
Brown Chapel
Lyon College
Liturgist: Max McElmurry
October 17, 21st Sunday after Pentecost
Text: 1 Samuel 3:1-9; 1 Samuel 3:10-21
Sermon Title: “Call Waiting”
Hymns: God Is Calling Through the Whisper; Here I Am, Lord; Come, Thou Found of Every
Blessing
Liturgist: Janet Thomas
October 24, 22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Text: Psalm 84; 2 Samuel 7:1-17
Sermon Title: “Best Laid Plans”
Hymns: Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above; Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak; Take Us
As We Are, O God
Liturgist: Andrea Weaver
October 31, 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Text: 1 Kings 5:1-5; 1 Kings 8:1-13
Sermon Title: “House of God”
Hymns: I Sing the Mighty Power of God; Let Us Build a House; The Church’s One
Foundation
Liturgist: Barry Gehm

Good News
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Pastoral Care
PLEASE REMEMBER these members and friends of First Presbyterian Church in your prayers.
MEMBERS: Manry and Moser families; George Lankford; Lenora Baldwin; Betty Adams; Jo Cudd;
Farris and Dick Nelms; Ron Karg; Nat Zumwalt; Trish Boylan.
FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Amanda Lawrence (sister of Leslie Roper); Gerald Bass (friend of Carlene Lewis);
Roger Blackmore (friend of James & Camille Anderson); Paul Cox (friend of Price and LeAnn Holmes); Chris
Walsh (friend of Coleman and Paulson families); Nancy Phillips (sister of Camille Anderson); Whitney & Dustin
Gross (friends of Kathy Whittenton); Eloise Kikkert (granddaughter of Don & Lynn Weatherman); Bob
Stockalper (friend of James & Camille Anderson); Jim and Diane Campbell (brother and sister-in-law of Lenora
Baldwin); Betty Howard (friend of Kathy Whittenton); Barbara Young (friend of Jo Cudd); Nick Slagle (nephew of
Ceil Smith); Tommy and Trisha Walden (brother-in-law and sister of Camille Anderson); Susan Anselm (sister of
Jo Gehm).
IN THE PRESBYTERY OF ARKANSAS, we remember to pray for these ministries:
Oct. 3

Cane Hill Church, Cane Hill

Active & Retired Christian Educators &
Youth Directors

Oct. 10

First, Van Buren

First, Batesville

Oct. 17

First, Eureka Springs

Central, Russellville

Oct. 24

First, Helena

West End, Arkadelphia

Oct. 31

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals First, Arkadelphia

For a Laugh—Mixed Signals
A newcomer approached the pastor after worship and said, “I’d like you to pray for my
hearing.”
Placing hands on the man’s ears, the pastor said a very passionate, earnest prayer and then
asked the visitor, “How’s your hearing now?”
With a confused look, the man said, “Well, it’s scheduled for tomorrow.”

