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Good News

Return Service Requested

It’s Not as Bad as You Think

I was asked to write something for the newsletter - something that was in my heart. I assume Kathy T. was
looking for something to inspire or uplift us. Hmmm, I may not be the best person for this task at the
moment. I've wrestled and prayed about whether to "stay or go" from my house on a hill in the country for the
last two years and finally decided to move - a gut wrenching decision. But I felt it was right - it was as if this house
in town just 'appeared' right when I needed it. But right now, I'm so exhausted from packing up my home and
trying to move that all I think about is trying to get to the end of this process. I look forward to having my bed
and my things around me; knowing where the tea pot is and the "fixins" are for a morning cuppa; finding a way to
make old furniture fit in a new space and which pieces to let go of and which to store; acclimating one-eyed kitty
to new surroundings; and learning how to live close to neighbors again. :-) Most of us have experienced moving
and it's never fun but we survive and move on. So, what can I find in all this to make it worth mentioning?

Check Us Out Online at:
www.fpcbatesville.org

BLESSINGS!!!
As soon as I wrote all my concerns on paper it struck me that I'm so blessed to have these little problems. My
thoughts turned to all those in Ukraine and other war-ravaged countries who carry their life's belongings on their
backs as they flee to safety. They aren't selling a beloved home; they are fleeing from a bombed-out shell. All their
treasured mementos, photos, their "memories" are gone. Mine are in a box somewhere.

Ways to Walk
If you think walking is boring or repetitive, read 52 Ways to Walk. Author Annabel Streets shares
dozens of variations on this healthy pastime. From walking in the cold or at altitude to walking
along a river or barefoot (or even backward!), each technique offers different benefits and new
perspectives. Other ideas include a sensory walk, a silent walk, a foraging walk and singing while
strolling. As Christians know, walking can be a great time to connect with God in prayer too.

Scripture speaks often about our spiritual walk: We are to walk “faithfully” with God (Genesis
5:24, NIV), walk “in all his ways” (Joshua 22:5, NRSV), walk “humbly” with God (Micah 6:8),
walk “while you have the light” (John 12:35), walk while praising God (Acts 3:8), walk “by faith,
not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7), walk “by the Spirit” (Galatians 5:16) and walk “in the same way”
as Jesus walked (1 John 2:6, NRSV).
As we walk — even through dark valleys — we’re never alone. God promises, “I will walk among
you and be your God” (Leviticus 26:12, NIV).
—Stephanie Martin

I think of all those who have lost their homes to flood, wildfires, mudslides, tornados, hurricanes, and sinkholes. I
think of those who are leaving their homes in cities because of violence, poverty, or unemployment. My
exhaustion is nothing compared to their monumental struggle to find a safe home. I'm going from an idyllic,
secluded country home to a peaceful, quiet "in-town" home. I'm just temporarily inconvenienced - - not bereft,
homeless and hopeless. So, I suppose that's what I want to offer as my "thought" - the fact that I'm not, nor have
I ever been hopeless (confused and weary maybe, but not hopeless) and why.
Even during the last few years of Larry's life that were hard and dark I never felt hopeless. God's Grace was
always there for us; difficult situations worked out somehow when there didn't seem to be a way forward. And
even in his death there was hope and peace. Since his death, during Covid isolation, during times of indecision
and doubt somehow, I felt that I was being looked after - led. And now, as I attempt to move forward, I feel sure
His Grace and guidance will continue to be there for me.
Life is not static, even though we'd sometimes like it to be. Faith isn't static either. It ebbs and flows with us
according to our life situations. The one thing that is static is God's never-ending Grace and abiding love. It's
good to know I don't have to worry about losing God's grace in a box during a move; it surrounds me daily like a
warm hug - always present - never lost.

Kathy Altom
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Good News

Sunday School Returns!
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Price Holmes
Sandra Malin
Melanie Barton
Kathy Altom
Cooper Coleman
Susan McElmurry
John Ellis
Susie Cummins
Clark Baker
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Jason Moser
Abigail Richards
Lynn Weatherman
Celeste Whipple
Andrea Weaver
Anna Kathryn
Moore
Joanna Buchanan
Baylor Moody
Kaitlyn Barton
Phil Richards
Arch Baker
Diana Richards
Kate Lanier
Sidney Jones
Jacob Smith

Your Christian Education Committee has
decided that now would be a good/safe time to
bring back Sunday School classes! So, as the
new school year kicks off for kids, so will the
fall season for Sunday school classes. If you are
interested in participating or leading a Sunday school class,
please reach out to one of the two contacts below to assist in
placement that fits your needs.
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Presbyterian Day School

Carolyn Reed 479-647-0641
carolyn.ward.reed@gmail.com
Wil Moore 870-307-3997
jwilmoore2@yahoo.com

Knit Wits are Back Again!
Each year, a small group of ladies knit (or crochet) caps for the
children at Arkansas Children’s Hospital. The goal is always to
have over 100 caps donated. This has been challenging over the
past few years with Covid, and the group not meeting twice a
month. But now, we are feeling a little more confident about
gathering again in the Parlor and knitting/crocheting for the
children and fellowshipping while we knit. If you have ever
thought about picking up knitting as a hobby, come by and check
this great group out! They would love to help you get started! If
you have questions, please contact Camille Anderson for more
information at 870-613-2711. (If you would like to borrow
needles and yarn, we have plenty available to get you started!)

DROP OFF/PICK UP PROCEDURES:
Drop off time is between 8:00—8:30 a.m. If you need to drop off
after that, please contact your child’s teacher to make safe
arrangements.
Only one family member may bring a child in the building. Children
will be temp checked upon arrival, anyone with a temperature over
100.4 or exhibiting any illness will not be allowed in the building.
Please social distance outside of the building and do not congregate
in the hall. Once you have dropped your child off, please exit
through the doors at the opposite end of the hallway.
Students may only bring a clean thermos or water bottle and a
backpack to school. No stuffed animals or blankets will be allowed
unless preapproved for a special occasion.
Pick up time is between 11:50 –12:00 p.m.. Again, if you need to
pick up at a different time, please contact your child’s teacher.

Would you like to help PDS? The Day school would welcome any donations in the form of snacks, supplies and
scholarship donations. Please check with Ms. Stephanie or Ms. Laura if you would like to donate snacks or supplies. Any
scholarship donations may be brought to the church office.
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From the Fellowship Committee—
Good News! — We’r e Back!
Fellowship Lunches have always been an
opportunity to gather for a closer bond with
our church family. After a two year absence,
we are so excited to announce the dates!
These lunches will be catered and will be
held in the Fellowship Hall on these dates:
• Sept. 18
• Oct. 16
• Nov. 13 (Thanksgiving theme)
• Dec. TBD
Anyone interested in joining the Fellowship
Committee - Please contact LeAnn Holmes
at 870-217-1612.

Good News

Drink from a
can? Pull the tab
and bring it to
church!
Drop
your can tabs in the jar in the
Narthex to help the local
V.F.W. support the Ronald
McDonald House and
Children’s Hospital! Tabs can
also be dropped off in the
office.

Your Donation Can Spread Joy
Your Outreach Committee needs your help
to be a blessing to local charities. Drop your
donations off at the church and they will be
delivered to an agency with a specific need
for that item.

This Month’s Item:
men’s and women’s
We know that summer is a time of fun,
sun and travel, but just like in your
household, the bills need to be paid even
when you’re away. Please remember your
church as you go about your busy
summer and drop your monthly pledge
check in the mail to us, or stop by the
church office if you’re in the area, we
want to keep the lights on and the air
conditioning running when you are here!

deodorant
(To benefit students in
Batesville Public Schools.)
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A Behind the Scenes Look
The Pastor Interim Search Committee has been hard at work. They have looked at
candidates, they even made an offer, but the individual, declined the offer. The search
committee has struggled to locate an interim pastor, and the barrel is now pretty much
empty. At the last session meeting the session asked me to inquire about whether First
Presbyterian, Batesville could get approval to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee PNC.
I am happy to announce the request will be discussed at the next meeting of the
Committee on Ministry, in early September. I will keep the session and congregation
informed about the outcome of this decision.
The Interim Search Committee will
continue to look at candidates, if, they come to the committee. It seemed reasonable to try
to continue to keep the process moving, and this is why the session asked me to try to get
the permission for a PNC. I am working closely with the Session to help keep things
moving forward, but it is a process. I had hoped to have an interim secured by now, but
that hasn’t happened, not from a lack of trying, though.
When we get the green light from the Committee on Ministry, the Nominating Committee
of the congregation will be looking for individuals to serve on the PNC. If you are
approached about serving in this capacity, I hope you will seriously consider serving in this
capacity. This committee plays a vital role in discerning who God is calling to be the next
pastor of this congregation. Yes, this can also be hard work. At times, it may take some
effort and energy, but it is also a rewarding way to not only serve your congregation, but
also to serve God. So, if asked, think, pray, and seriously consider your participation in this
committee.
Finally, if you see places where you can help during the time without a pastor please talk
with a member of the Session. This is a difficult time in the life of a congregation, and
they are working to try to keep things moving smoothly, but they could also use some help.
The congregation is the body of Christ and we each have been given gifts and talents which
are useful for the body. If you recognize you have some gifts which could be utilized, or
helpful moving forward, please volunteer to help. If we all pitch in a little, we may just be
surprised by the impact that has, how it helps keep things moving smoothly, and how it will
help each of us feel connected to the congregation. Until we meet again, May the Lord
bless you and your ministry in Batesville!
Blake Brinegar
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Preaching and Worship Schedule
Worship with us on ZOOM
Zoom number 865 142 3135 and password 72501
September 4, 13th Sunday after Pentecost
Preaching: Cameron Highsmith
Liturgist: Chuck Jones

September 11, 14th Sunday after Pentecost
Preaching: Rev. Maggie Alsup
Liturgist: Karen Lange

September 18, 15th Sunday after Pentecost
Preaching: Rev. David Reed
Liturgist: Fonzie Geary

September 25, 16th Sunday after Pentecost
Preaching: Cameron Highsmith
Liturgist: Debra Bell

Good News
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Pastoral Care
PLEASE REMEMBER these members and friends of First Presbyterian Church in your prayers.
MEMBERS: Gerri Coleman; George Lankford; Jo Cudd; Farris and Dick Nelms; Ron Karg;
Nat Zumwalt; Trish Boylan.
FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Debbie Mason (niece of Carlene Lewis); Byron Difani, (principal at Eagle
Mountain); Paul & Susan (Critz) Guthrie (friend of the congregation); Marjorie Seasholtz (friend of Kathy
Whittenton); Elbert & Stacy Lindsey (friends of Scott & Melissa Qualls family); Don Weatherman (friend of the
congregation); Helen Enderland (friend of Kathy Altom); Kathy Duke (niece of Kathy Altom); Ron Ruhman
(friend of Larry & Celeste Whipple); Captain Christian Cummings, USAF (nephew of Price & LeAnn Holmes);
Amanda Lawrence (sister of Leslie Roper); Gerald Bass (friend of Carlene Lewis); Roger Blackmore (friend of
James & Camille Anderson); Paul Cox (friend of Price & LeAnn Holmes); Todd & Nancy Phillips (sister &
nephew of Camille Anderson); Eloise Kikkert (granddaughter of Don & Lynn Weatherman); Jim & Diane
Campbell (brother & sister-in-law of Lenora Baldwin); Betty Howard (friend of Kathy Whittenton); Nick Slagle
(nephew of Ceil Smith); Susan Anselm (sister of Jo Gehm).
IN THE PRESBYTERY OF ARKANSAS, we remember to pray for these ministries:
Sept. 4

Faith, Pine Bluff

First, Beebe

Sept. 11

Central, Pine Bluff

Church Camp Ministries

Sept. 18

First, Brinkley

First, Jonesboro

Sept. 25

First, Gurdon

Churches in the Presbytery of Honduras

Dear Presbyterian Church,

Thank you for the lovely flowers. They brought cheerful support during my convalescence.
Best Regards,
Sandy James
To my Dear Friends at FPC Batesville!
I can worship with them on “ZOOM” - I’m so grateful for that! I appreciate all of the birthday cards. I
tried to call to thank as many of them as possible.
May God bless all of you!

Nat Zumwalt

