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Rain: A Gentle Reminder of God’s Care 

A rainy day can be many things ... 
It can be moisture for the farmer's garden, 
Or the picnic that has to be postponed; 
It can be the replenishing of a stream, 
Or the overflow of a flood; 
It can be relief from a hot summer day, 
Or the chill of an autumn wind. 
The rotating cycle of clouds to Earth 
Is part of Nature's plan 
For stability throughout the Universe, 
As old as the hills, 
And dependable as the seasons. 
Rain and sunshine are equal partners 
In the daily expression of God's love. 

— Jeanne D. Birrell 
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Dear Friends, 

 

Sometime in the next decade, the 2000th anniversary of Easter Sunday will arrive. Due to 
questions concerning the actual date of Jesus’ birth and his subsequent death, it is difficult to 
determine with precision the date of the first Easter, but tradition holds that Jesus’ ministry 
began when he was 30 and that it lasted three years. So assuming that everything lines up 
correctly, that would mean that the day of Jesus’ resurrection would have been in the year 
33 therefore the 2000th anniversary would occur in 2033. Now, in and of itself, the 2000th 
anniversary is no more important than the 1935th , or the 1017th , or the 872nd for that  

matter. but we tend to put greater significance on numbers divisible by ten or one hundred 
which makes 2000 of anything feel very special. On the other hand, when my grandfather 
was serving as a minister in the old PCUS or “southern Presbyterian Church,” it was his firm 
conviction that the church should not celebrate Easter on a particular day. He believed that 
since Jesus was raised from the dead on the first day of the week—Sunday in our  

culture—that every Sunday is Easter and no Sunday is any more important than any other. I 
get his point. The significance of the resurrection and what it means for us in our day to day 
lives is such that we really ought to take every Sunday seriously and treat it as a day of 
profound meaning. But we don’t. Perhaps the downside of approaching the 2000th anni-
versary of Easter is that it has become all too familiar for us, that it has lost a good bit of its 
meaning, that we just can’t get as excited as the earliest Christians used to about worship 
on the Lord’s Day. And that really is too bad. What God has done for us through Jesus is so 
incredible that it should challenge everything we do and should lead us to deep apprecia-
tion of the opportunity we have to worship God and show our thanks. My very first Easter 
Sunday as an ordained minister I remember stressing to the congregation that every Sunday 
is Easter Sunday so that they should all be back in church the next week. I seem to recall 
that about half of them were, and I have marveled every year since that the Sunday after 
Easter remains one of the least-attended Sunday’s of the Christian year. What point am I 
making here? I guess I’m dealing publicly with my own concerns about Easter and the life of 
the Church in general. I guess I’m wishing that we Christians had done a better job of con-
veying the true meaning of this day from the very beginning, instead of allowing it to slowly 
diminish in importance being absorbed into the culture along with Christmas. But I also re-
joice that come April 5, 2026, a number of us will gather to bear witness to the resurrection 
and how it has changed who we are, and that in the years to come, some number of be-
lievers will continue the practice, sharing the good news and looking forward to the arrival 
of the reign of God. 

See you (Easter) Sunday, 

Jim 
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Drink from a can? Pull the 
tab and bring it to church! 
Drop your can tabs in the 
jar in the Narthex to help 
the local V.F.W. support 
the Ronald McDonald 
House!  Tabs can also be 
dropped off in the office. 

Morning Activities:  

9:30-10:30– Breakfast in Fellowship Hall 

10:15 – 10:30 –Children decorate cross with 

Karen and Steve Lange 

10:30 – 10:50 – Easter Egg Hunt Senior Youth 

& Lorrie McClure 

10:50 - Choir and children line up for proces-

sional & carry cross to front of the church  

11:00 – Process into worship service 

4/04 Gerri Coleman 

4/04  Sandy James 

4/07 Chip Grace 

4/07 Melissa Qualls 

4/15 Jeffrey Freiert 

4/22 Rachel Baker 

4/23 Bob Walton 

4/23 Caroline Walton 

4/23 Kayla Pope 

4/23 Ellie Anderson 

4/27 Hannah Qualls 

4/30 Casen Manry 

Join us in the fellowship hall for a delicious 

Easter breakfast at 9:30am. It’s a relaxed 

time to enjoy good food, warm conversa-

tion and community before the morning 

worship service begins. All ages are wel-

come — invite neighbors, friends and family 

to celebrate with us! 
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Would you like to help Slam or FPI Youth? The youth would welcome any donations in the 

form of dinner, snacks, supplies and money. Please check with Ms. Lorrie if you would like to 

donate. mcclure2825@yahoo.com or 870-613-6961. 
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CURRENT ELDERS: 

 

Class of 2026 

Wanette Baker 

Lenora Baldwin 

Deborah Stroud 

Janet Thomas 

 

Class of 2027 

Steve Lange 

Jeffrey Freiert 

Clint Thomas 

Kathy Altom 

 

Class of 2028 

Andrea Weaver 

Celeste Whipple 

Barry Gehm 

Mary Lee Thessen 

Gerri Coleman, Clerk 

 

CURRENT DEACONS 

Class 0f 2026 

Clint Howard 

Larry Whipple 

Rachel Baker  

Payne Moser 

 

Class of 2027 

Laura Geary 

Mayfan Thomas 

Miriam Moore 

Sandy James 

 

Class of 2028 

Clark Baker 

Preston Nelms 

Sarah Jones 

Melissa Qualls 

Donations this Month are for 

Children’s Advocacy Center 

of Independence County 

They Empower, Protect, and Heal child abuse 

victims & their families by providing free ser-

vices in a safe and child-friendly environment. 

The Children’s Advocacy Center of Inde-

pendence County is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. Any 

child abuse allegation that is called into the Arkansas Child Abuse Hotline 

or local law enforcement can be brought to the CAC, so our staff can 

provide child friendly services alongside our investigative partners. Please 

bring: 

TOYS, ACRYLIC PAINTS &  

              BLANKETS    

Senior Recognition Day -Sunday, April 19th  

Our three high school seniors are Kate Lanier, Victoria Nelms and Sam 
Smith. They will be recognized during worship service and then cele-
brated afterwards with a porch party.  

How can YOU help us celebrate these young people? 

1.. Send us a high school or college graduation photo of yourself! We 
will print them and add them on a  

poster. It will be fun to guess who’s who! 
Email your photo to Paulette at  

paulettefreeman2020@gmail.com by 
April 15th. 

2. Our seniors are receiving a Bible as 
their graduation gift. Please come by the 
church parlor before Sunday, April 19th 
to write your name in the margins of a 
favorite passage.  
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Would you like to help PDS? The day school would welcome any donations in the form of 

snacks, health supplies or scholarship contributions. Please check with Ms. Alyson or Ms. Laura 

if you would like to donate snacks or supplies. Any scholarship funds may be brought to the 

church office.  

Presbyterian Day School 

 

There’s a wonderful problem with the PDS Library For Lit-

tles: it needs more books! We are delighted that usage has 

increased so much, and we certainly want to keep the 

supply of books flowing for our emerging readers. So if 

you’ve got gently used picture books at home, we would 

be thrilled to have them. (Our classroom libraries could use 

a refresh, too!) They can be left in Ms. Alyson’s room. 

Thanks in advance!  

2026-2027  
Applications for the 26-27 school year are available! Stop 

by the church office, call 870-793-3272, or 

email alysonlowpds@gmail.com for more information.  

mailto:alysonlowpds@gmail.com
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 Worship Schedule 

 

April 5th–Easter 

Liturgist-Victoria Nelms 

Acolyte– Ana Beal 

April 12th –2nd Sunday of Easter 

Liturgist- 

Acolyte-Rufus Bell 

April 19th-3rd Sunday of Easter 

Liturgist-Victoria Nelms 

Acolyte-Mettler Bell 

April 26th-4th Sunday of Easter 

Liturgist-Victoria Nelms 

Acolyte-Avery Moore 

Don't forget flowers for the 

Easter flower cross! It is a  

cherished tradition with our 

children  

Special Dates for April 2026 
 
• Holy Week Continues, March 29-April 5, 

2026 
• Maundy Thursday, April 2, 2026 
• Good Friday, April 3, 2026 
• Easter Sunday, April 5, 

2026 
• Earth Day, April 22, 2026 
 

Hudson Weaver, Arch Baker, 

Reed Beal, Rufus Bell, and  Isa-

belle Geary will be confirmed 

on Easter Sunday 

Good News  

  Pastoral Care 

PLEASE REMEMBER these members and friends of First Presbyterian Church in your prayers. 

MEMBERS: Shelly Moser, Amy Howard, Bob and Sandy Qualls; Kathy Whittenton; Trish Boylan.  
FAMILY AND FRIENDS: The Smith Family: Andrew, Ellie, Nate & Ollie (daughter and family of 
Bruce & Sue Johnston); Louise Simmons, (sister of Paulette Freeman); Jim Schlimmer, (friend of 
the congregation); Paula Pollock, (friend of Janet Thomas); Gretchen LeMieux (sister of Jo 
Gehm); Tanya Anselm (cousin of Jo Gehm);  Rose Scales (friend of Mayfan & Clint Thomas); 
Hattie Parker, unborn daughter of Anna Parks Arnold (friend of Kathy Lanier); Dana Mathis, 

(friend of Sarah Jones); Amber Lacewell (friend of LeAnn & Price Homes); Fin Anderson 

(granddaughter of James and Camille); Kathy Magness, (friend of Amy & Clint Howard); 
Andrew Langenbach (nephew of John Ried); Sam Crawford (friend of the congregation); Bill 
Olson (friend Amy Crouch Howard); Dwight Barnett & family (brother of Carlene Lewis); Kelli 
Sarrett (niece of Celeste Whipple); Dr. Mark Williams (friend of Carlene Lewis); Daniel Neal 
(friend of Zack Mobley); Susan (Critz) Guthrie (friend of the congregation); Marjorie Seasholtz 
(friend of Kathy Whittenton); Don Weatherman (friend of the congregation); Todd Phillips 
(nephew of Camille Anderson); Eloise Kikkert (granddaughter of Don & Lynn Weatherman); 
Betty Howard (friend of Kathy Whittenton); Susan Anselm (sister of Jo Gehm). 
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April 5  Mt. Comfort, Fayetteville                    First, Dardanelle 

April 12 Good Shepherd, Greenwood              Presbyterian Church, Bella Vista 

April 19 Central, Fort Smith                              Active Deacons 

April 26 Alpine Church, Amity                         Church Groundskeepers 

Please remember to pray for these ministries in the Presbytery. 

Sermons 

Would you like to receive Jim’s  

Sunday sermons in your inbox? He 

emails his sermons on Monday morn-

ings.  If you are interested, send him 

an email: 

jimfreeman1960@gmail.com. 


