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Our lives are marked by brokenness, including broken relation-
ships, broken promises, and broken expectations. Left unattended, 
these fractures can quietly shape us, hardening into bitterness or 
resentment. 

How do we live with such brokenness without losing heart? We 
return, again and again, to God’s faithful presence. In Him, we find 
not only comfort but restoration. God does not ignore what is bro-
ken. He meets us in it, gently mending what we place in His hands 
and reshaping what feels beyond repair. 

Scripture reminds us, “He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds” (Psalm 147:3, NIV). 
What we cannot fix on our own, God is able to restore in His time and in His way. 

Henri Nouwen, a Dutch Catholic priest, professor and spiritual writer, often spoke of this sacred re-
turn, the daily turning back to God where healing begins and hope is renewed. In His presence, our 
brokenness is not wasted. It becomes the very place where grace takes root and new life begins. 

A Repair for Brokenness 
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 This time of year can often find us preparing to go “back to school.” Think about it for a mo-
ment. At some point you will have had a first year of schooling, probably kindergarten or preschool of 
some sort and after that, every year of education was an experience of going “back to school.” De-
pending on what kind of education you received, how many degrees you have acquired, and how long 
you were in school, the number of years involved can add up in a hurry. But that would only include 
your own education. What about all the years your children have gone to school, or your grand- chil-
dren? Those can feel like “back to school” years to you as well. If you are a teacher or school adminis-
trator, you can add every year of your career to the number, too. Personally speaking, I would not hesi-
tate to double up years when ones from different categories overlap. 

 Not long after I began my first call, serving as a minister in Pine Bluff, I found myself feeling com-
pelled to clean out the garage of the manse one day. I finally realized that for the first time in a good 
many years I had not had a summer during which to transition somehow, or to move to a new school. 
That year, cleaning the garage was probably a substitute for boxing books and clothes and carting 
them to a summer residence or new dorm room. But it wasn’t too long after that when my own chil-
dren began attending preschool and the rhythm continued. 

 We live in a society that generally values education and in most cases encourages people of all 
ages to take the steps necessary to keep learning. Plus, the more our culture changes, the more individ-
uals need to understand in order to function properly (and our culture is constantly changing). This is 
partly the reason that we are called on as citizens to help pay for others to learn: better education leads 
to more functional and productive citizens. 

 Education is also highly valued in the life of the church. A large part of our Sunday morning wor-
ship involves reading scripture and hearing a sermon, each of which helps us to learn and develop as 
believers. Classes and study groups are also highly important to those who seek to know God better. 
As I mentioned in a recent sermon, one significant aspect of our Protestantism is that faith seeks under-
standing. To simply believe in God is not enough. We should also try to place that faith within the con-
text of what it means for us as, what it leads us to do, how it changes the world. But we can’t seek un-
derstanding unless we open our lives to what God is saying to us, and this requires time and effort. 

 My prayer for all of us is that we will take this opportunity to learn and grow as God’s people. 
By reading the Bible, participating in worship and study in the life of the church, and entering into con-
versations and reflections on important themes, we can expand our insight and become more fluent in 
the faith, and can show our caring for others with greater sensitivity. (By the way, “Back to School Sun-
day” and our blessing of the backpacks will be held on August 9 and will be followed by our first fel-
lowship luncheon of the fall. I hope you all will come and participate so that together we can celebrate 
a new season in the life of the church and focus once more on learning all that we can.) 

See you Sunday, 

Jim Freeman 

Pastor 
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Dementia Caregivers 
Support Groups 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dementia Caregiver Support Groups will 
meet on the second Tuesday at 2:00pm and 
the second  Thursday at 5:30pm. Both 
groups meet in the church library. For more   

information, contact Paulette Freeman at 
318-617-6282.  

8/3 Jim Buck Buchanan 

8/4     Mary Elizabeth Miller 

8/8 Dr. J.R. Baker 

8/8 Bill Walmsley 

8/8 Victoria Nelms 

8/9 Janet Wood 

8/15 David Weatherman 

8/16 Preston Nelms 

8/17   Mollie Grace 

8/21 Hudson Weaver 

8/23 Betty Adams 

8/23 Lindsay Moody 

8/25 Max McElmurry 

8/30   Lenora Mobley 

Thank you to our  

July “Deacon of the Month,”  

Mayfan Thomas 

Fellowship lunch is  

August 9th! 
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Would you like to help Slam or FPI Youth? The youth would welcome any donations in the 

form of dinner, snacks, supplies and money. Please check with Ms. Lorrie if you would like to 

donate. mcclure2825@yahoo.com or 870-613-6961. 

Wednesday Bible Study is Back!  

Join us on Wednesday, August 12th at 10:00 AM as we 

jump back into our group discussions! We’ll be talking 

through our latest book, reflecting on what we’ve read, 

Back to School for FPC Families  
So the summer is winding down already, and 

parents are looking at school starting up again 

soon!  Here at FPC we are gearing up as well! 

BACK TO SCHOOL SUNDAY also known as 

Blessing of the Backpacks will take place on 

Sunday, August 9th at 11 am. If you don’t have 

kids, you are encouraged to come and pray 

for our kids, our teachers, and our schools as 

they embark on the 2026-2027 school year. 

Fellowship lunch to follow in Fellowship Hall! 

Then the Holmes family will host a pool party 

at their home at 5:30pm. They will have the 

usual hot dog fare! The children and youth are 

welcome to come to start off the new school 

year with at splash!  
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CURRENT ELDERS: 

 

Class of 2026 

Wanette Baker 

Lenora Baldwin 

Deborah Stroud 

Janet Thomas 

 

Class of 2027 

Steve Lange 

Jeffrey Freiert 

Clint Thomas 

Kathy Altom 

 

Class of 2028 

Andrea Weaver 

Celeste Whipple 

Barry Gehm 

Mary Lee Thessen 

Gerri Coleman, Clerk 

 

CURRENT DEACONS 

Class 0f 2026 

Clint Howard 

Larry Whipple 

Rachel Baker  

Payne Moser 

 

Class of 2027 

Laura Geary 

Mayfan Thomas 

Miriam Moore 

Sandy James 

 

Class of 2028 

Clark Baker 

Preston Nelms 

Sarah Jones 

Melissa Qualls 

August Donations 

Donations will go to Lyon College Food 

Pantry. Requests are 12 oz Gatorades,- 

variety of flavors, snack size Slim Jims, 

fruit snacks, trail mix snack packs, bottled  

water, and mini muffin snack packs like 

“Little Bites.” 
 

Bible Quiz 

 
Jesus said that his followers are the "light of the world" (Matthew 5:14). It 
wouldn't do much good to hide a light under a bushel, he said. It should 
be put on a lamp-stand to give light in 
the house. Then Jesus said, "Let your 
light shine before others, that they may 
see ..." 

Choose the ending of Jesus’ sentence: 
A. their way and not stumble. 
B. how good and faithful you are as my 
servants. 
C. your good deeds and glorify your Fa-
ther in heaven. 
D. in their darkness. 

 

Answer: Larry said look it up! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Mat Makers have ample 

bags to make mats for the 

homeless, but they need 

more volunteers! Please join 

if you are interested!  

Mondays at 10 am. 
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Would you like to help PDS? The day school would welcome any donations in the form of 

snacks, health supplies or scholarship contributions. Please check with Ms. Alyson or Ms. Laura 

if you would like to donate snacks or supplies. Any scholarship funds may be brought to the 

church office.  

Presbyterian Day School 

 

Happy little voices will be ringing in the PDS classrooms again on September 8, and 
Ms. Laura and Ms. Alyson can't wait! Donations of antibacterial wipes, Lysol spray, 
tissues, or snacks (individual packages of goldfish, pretzels, fruit gummies, and mini 
cookies are always big hits) would be most welcome. And stay tuned for details 
about our raffle of a beautiful item made with 
much love and talent by a church member as a 
fund-raiser for PDS. (We're so grateful for her 
thoughtfulness and smitten with her cozy, colorful, 
charming work that we just had to spill a bean or 
two now. More beans will be spilled soon!)  

SLAM & YOUTH ARE BACK! 

We’re returning to our “normal” times. Grab a buddy, 

mark your calendar, and 

come join the fun.  

Everyone is welcome— 

bring a friend! 
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 Worship Schedule 

August 2nd 

Liturgist– Jeffrey Freiert 

Acolyte-Avery/Ryan Moore 

August 9th 

Liturgist– Rachel Baker 

Acolyte-Hadley Weaver 

August 16th 

Liturgist– Janet Thomas 

Acolyte-Hudson Weaver 

August 23rd 

Liturgist– Rachel Baker 

Acolyte-Isabelle Geary 

August 30th 

Liturgist-Janet Thomas 

Acolyte– Rufus/Mettler Bell 

Choir 

Choir rehearsals resume this month! 

Whether you’ve sung with us before 

or are brand new, we’d love to have 

your voice join us in worship.  

As August begins, we will begin preparing for a new 
school year. Watch for upcoming opportunities to 
support students, teachers and families through 
prayer and special events like our Back-to-School 
Blessing of the Backpacks on August 9th. We will 
also have Fellowship Lunch on that date!  

Good News  

   

PLEASE REMEMBER these members and friends of First Presbyterian Church in your prayers. 

MEMBERS: Sandy James, Shelly Moser, Amy Howard, Bob and Sandy Qualls; Kathy 
Whittenton; Trish Boylan.  
FAMILY AND FRIENDS: The Smith Family: Andrew, Ellie, Nate & Ollie (daughter and family of 
Bruce & Sue Johnston); Louise Simmons, (sister of Paulette Freeman); Paula Pollock, (friend of 
Janet Thomas); Gretchen LeMieux (sister of Jo Gehm); Tanya Anselm (cousin of Jo Gehm);  
Rose Scales (friend of Mayfan & Clint Thomas); Hattie Parker, unborn daughter of Anna Parks 
Arnold (friend of Kathy Lanier); Dana Mathis, (friend of Sarah Jones); Amber Lacewell (friend of 
LeAnn & Price Homes); Fin Anderson (granddaughter of James and Camille); Kathy Magness, 
(friend of Amy & Clint Howard); Andrew Langenbach (nephew of John Ried); Sam Crawford 
(friend of the congregation); Bill Olson (friend Amy Crouch Howard); Dwight Barnett & family 
(brother of Carlene Lewis); Kelli Sarrett (niece of Celeste Whipple); Dr. Mark Williams (friend of 
Carlene Lewis); Daniel Neal (friend of Zack Mobley); Susan (Critz) Guthrie (friend of the 
congregation); Marjorie Seasholtz (friend of Kathy Whittenton); Don Weatherman (friend of 
the congregation); Todd Phillips (nephew of Camille Anderson); Eloise Kikkert (granddaughter 
of Don & Lynn Weatherman); Betty Howard (friend of Kathy Whittenton); Susan Anselm (sister 
of Jo Gehm); Jean Rorex (son of John Rorex)   
 THE PRESBYTERY OF ARKANSAS, we remember to pray for these 

ministries: 
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August 2          Trinity, Little Rock                               Spring River, Hardy 

August 9 First ,Bentonville                         Westminster, Little Rock 

August 16 First, Conway                                 First, Prairie Grove 

August 23 First, Morrilton                                     First, Springdale 

August 30 Wynne Church, Wynne                    Church Sessions 

 

The food, flowers, visits, calls and prayers let me know once again 

that FPC is not just a Sunday family. You show what it means to 

BE a good neighbor. (I heard that in a recent sermon!)  

     Thank you, Mary Lee Thessen           June 2026 


