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Faith That Blooms Anew 

“Why are you anxious?” asked our Lord. Then He said, “Consider the lilies of the field, how they 
grow. They neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like 
one of these.” (Matthew 6:28–29, NIV) 

Jesus’ words remind us that just as God clothes the lilies of the field in beauty and splendor, he 
also provides faithfully for his people. The same Creator who tends to the flowers of spring cares 
for every detail of our lives. 

People of faith come to see that truth unfold year after year — in the budding 
trees, the soft blossoms, and the steady return of color after winter’s gray. God’s  

reliability is woven into creation itself. 

As poet Adeline Whitney once wrote: 

God does not send strange flowers every year, 
When the Spring wind blows o’er the pleasant places, 
The same dear things lift up the same fair faces, 
The violet is here. 

Each spring, those familiar blooms whisper the same promise: God is faithful still. 
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Dear Friends, 

With the arrival of April 1, I will have served FPC for one calendar year and will have 

experienced the entire liturgical year as well. With this congregation I will have 

celebrated Lent, Holy Week, Easter, Pentecost, Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, and 

arrived back at Lent again. I will also have participated in just about every aspect of 

pastoral life in the local church: services of installation for me and for elders and 

deacons, administering the Lord’s Supper in church and serving home communion to 

those unable to join us, receiving new members, hospital visits, committee meetings, 

session and board of deacon meetings, staff meetings (with a staff that I very much 

appreciate), pastoral visits, a funeral, a baptism, preaching and worship, an open 

house, teaching (a confirmation class with Kathy Altom), fellowship luncheons, 

community involvement in various ways, and assistance to those in need on behalf of 

the church. One of the few major functions I have not been involved in is a wedding. All 

in all, I’d call this a most successful and meaningful year for me as a pastor and one 

that Paulette and I have really enjoyed. 

It has also gone by at lightning speed! We can hardly believe how much has happened 

and how blessed we have been in what seems like a very short period of time. So thank 

you to all of those who have been involved in our lives since April 2025. 

But this isn’t about me. Each and every one of you has a significant role to play as well, 

and so many of you have worked hard to make sure that FPC is the congregation that 

God has called it to be. Now, together, we look to the future and all the opportunities 

that lie ahead of us. What sort of activities might we find ourselves supporting? What 

sort of needs will we be able to meet? How might we offer glory to God while serving as 

a blessing to the world? Who will enter our church building and find themselves 

changed in a good way by what they encounter here? What will the word of God and 

the work of the Holy Spirit help us to learn and to do? Who will we feed, who will we 

comfort, who will we welcome, to whom will we offer support? And how will we 

ourselves be changed by such actions? I can’t wait to see and to be a part of this work 

that we will all do and by which we will all be blessed. 

In the meantime, I pray that we will keep up the good work and show our devotion to 

God as best we can. 

See you Sunday, 

Jim 
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Flower Chart 

If you would like to provide flowers for the chancel shelf this 

year, please sign up on the chart outside of the pastor’s 

office. Flowers can be placed in memory or in honor of 

someone, or an event, or just because you’re willing to 

provide flowers. Thank you!    

Drink from a can? Pull the 
tab and bring it to church! 
Drop your can tabs in the 
jar in the Narthex to help 
the local V.F.W. support 
the Ronald McDonald 
House!  Tabs can also be 
dropped off in the office. 

Did you know that in 1718 the Scotch-Irish brought over the 

first potatoes and made the first permanent potato patches 

in New Hampshire? Join us for more fascinating trivia at our 

St. Patrick’s themed Fellowship Luncheon after worship ser-

vice on March 8th with a baked potato bar! The Fellowship 

Committee will provide the baked potatoes and meat top-

pings and you’re welcome to bring a salad or dessert.  

3/1 Alexandra Benton 

3/2 Ann Taylor 

3/5 Ceil Smith 

3/7 Robert Anderson 

3/7 Ana Beal 

3/9 Lucy Yeager 

3/19 Camille Anderson 

3/20 Karen Lange 

3/26 Ryan Moore 

3/28 Rebecca Blackmore 

3/29 David Bell 

3/29 Steven Bell 

3/31 James Anderson 

 

 

 

 

 

We are thrilled to announce that we have recently 
welcomed two new members into our congregation: 
Valley Murrell and Ella Holyfield. Next time you see 
them, please take a moment to introduce yourself, of-
fer a warm smile, and show them the wonderful spirit 
of our community. We are so blessed to have them 
walking this journey with us! 
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Thank Your Deacons! 
Be sure and thank your Greeter on 

Sunday mornings because they take 

such good care of our church. After 

each service, they lock all the doors, 

turn off the lights, put the offering in 

the safe, take up the attendance 

sheets, among other jobs. It is often 

a thankless job and goes unnoticed. 

We thank you, Deacons! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           Lunch-n-Learn about Dementia 

                            March 26 at 11:00am in Fellowship Hall 
 

Independence County Dementia & Alzheimer’s Workshop Save the Date and Save Your Seat! 

When: Thursday, March 26 Time: 11 am Where: First Presbyterian Church, Batesville, Fellowship 

Hall. Topic: “Power of Attorney and Essential Legal Planning After a Dementia Diagnosis”  

Presented by: Bob Stroud, Batesville Attorney. No cost to attend but please let us know you’re  

attending by calling Paulette Freeman at 318-617-6282 or by email 

at: dementiaresources2025@gmail.com Sponsored by Scott Wood GMC Buick  

Would you like to help Slam or FPI Youth? The youth would welcome any donations in the 

form of dinner, snacks, supplies and money. Please check with Ms. Lorrie if you would like to 

donate. mcclure2825@yahoo.com or 870-613-6961. 

mailto:dementiaresources2025@gmail.com
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CURRENT ELDERS: 

 

Class of 2026 

Wanette Baker 

Lenora Baldwin 

Deborah Stroud 

Janet Thomas 

 

Class of 2027 

Steve Lange 

Jeffrey Freiert 

Clint Thomas 

Kathy Altom 

 

Class of 2028 

Andrea Weaver 

Celeste Whipple 

Barry Gehm 

Mary Lee Thessen 

Gerri Coleman, Clerk 

 

CURRENT DEACONS 

Class 0f 2026 

Clint Howard 

Larry Whipple 

Rachel Baker  

Payne Moser 

 

Class of 2027 

Laura Geary 

Mayfan Thomas 

Miriam Moore 

Sandy James 

 

Class of 2028 

Clark Baker 

Preston Nelms 

Sarah Jones 

Melissa Qualls 

    

  

    

    

    

Donations for March: 

Our Father’s Table 

Canned goods & gently used  

blankets and sleeping bags 

Easter Flowers 

Easter is right around the corner! Orders are now 

being taken for Easter flowers. These flowers 

always bring beauty to our sanctuary and a smile 

to the person who receives them. Watch for 

order forms in your bulletin this month. Plants will be $20 each and can be 

ordered in memory or in honor of someone special. You can also contact 

Your Donation Can Spread Joy 
Your Outreach Committee needs your help to be a blessing to local 

charities. Drop your donations off at the church and they will be de-

livered to an agency with a specific need for that item.  

Fasting and Feasting 

During Lent, consider this practical and biblical advice from Arthur  

Lichtenberger, a former presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church: 

• Fast from criticism, and feast on praise. 

• Fast from self-pity, and feast on joy. 

• Fast from ill-temper, and feast on peace. 

• Fast from resentment, and feast on contentment. 

• Fast from jealousy, and feast on love. 

• Fast from pride, and feast on humility. 

• Fast from selfishness, and feast on service. 

• Fast from fear, and feast on faith. 
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Would you like to help PDS? The day school would welcome any donations in the form of 

snacks, health supplies or scholarship contributions. Please check with Ms. Alyson or Ms. Laura 

if you would like to donate snacks or supplies. Any scholarship funds may be brought to the 

church office.  

Presbyterian Day School 

 

Let’s bless the students and staff with much-needed snacks and essential supplies. 

Add to Your Grocery List 
When you head out for your weekly shopping, please consider picking up a few of 
these high-priority items: 

• Snacks: Goldfish, pretzels, cereal, cheese, yogurt, carrots, animal crackers, or 
fresh fruit. 

 

• Health Supplies: Disinfecting wipes and boxes of tissues (especially helpful 
during this cold and flu season!). 

 
Where to Drop Off: 
The Narthex in the Sanctuary  

 

 

 

Your generosity helps keep our 

preschoolers nourished and 

healthy. Thank you for continuing 

to show such a spirit of giving! 
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 Worship Schedule 

March 1 –2nd Sunday in Lent 

Liturgist-Janet Thomas 

Acolyte– Rufus Bell 

March 8 –3rd Sunday in Lent 

Liturgist-Janet Thomas 

Acolyte-Hadley Weaver 

March 15-4th Sunday in Lent 

Liturgist-Janet Thomas 

Acolyte-Grace Baker 

March 22-5th Sunday in Lent 

Liturgist-Janet Thomas 

Acolyte-Hudson Weaver 

March29-Palm Sunday 

Liturgist-Janet Thomas 

Acolyte-Hadley Weaver 

Special Dates for March 
 
• World Day of Prayer, March 6, 2026 
• Daylight saving time begins, March 8 
• St. Patrick's Day, March 17, 2026 
• First day of spring, March 20, 2026 
• Holy Week, March 29-April 5, 2026 
• Palm/Passion Sunday, March 29, 2026 

  

Each Wednesday in Lent, not includ-

ing Ash Wednesday, join with believ-

ers from other local congregations 

as we journey through Lent together.  

We will meet on Wednesdays to 

share Scripture, Silence, and Soup 

with our friends from First United 

Methodist,  Central Ave. Methodist, 

St. Mary’s Catholic, and St. Paul’s Epis-

copal Churches. First Presbyterian 

will host March 4th. Lyon-March 

18th, First Methodist-March 11th, St. 

Paul’s– March 25th 

  

2025 Contribution Statements 

Contribution statements for your 2024 

giving are available now. If you would like 

your statement emailed to you, please 

contact the church office. Printed 

statements may be available in the 

church office. 
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  Pastoral Care 

PLEASE REMEMBER these members and friends of First Presbyterian Church in your prayers. 

MEMBERS: Shelly Moser, Amy Howard, Bob and Sandy Qualls; Kathy Whittenton; Trish Boylan.  
FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Paula Pollock, (friend of Janet Thomas); Gretchen LeMieux (sister of Jo 
Gehm); Tanya Anselm (cousin of Jo Gehm);  Rose Scales (friend of Mayfan & Clint Thomas); 
Brayden Johnson, (friend of Sam Smith;) Hattie Parker, unborn daughter of Anna Parks Arnold 
(friend of Kathy Lanier); Dana Mathis, (friend of Sarah Jones); Amber Lacewell (friend of LeAnn 
& Price Homes); Fin Anderson (granddaughter of James and Camille); Kathy Magness, (friend 
of Amy & Clint Howard); Andrew Langenbach (nephew of John Ried); The Bentley Family; 
Libby King (Daniel King); Sam Crawford (friend of the congregation); Chip Rayford (son-in-law 
of Theodora Hightower); Bill Olson (friend Amy Crouch Howard); Dwight Barnett & family 
(brother of Carlene Lewis); Kelli Sarrett (niece of Celeste Whipple); Dr. Mark Williams (friend of 
Carlene Lewis); Daniel Neal (friend of Zack Mobley); Charlie Robuck (grandson of Jo Cudd); 
Paul & Susan (Critz) Guthrie (friend of the congregation); Marjorie Seasholtz (friend of Kathy 
Whittenton); Don Weatherman (friend of the congregation); Todd Phillips (nephew of Camille 
Anderson); Eloise Kikkert (granddaughter of Don & Lynn Weatherman); Betty Howard (friend 
of Kathy Whittenton); Susan Anselm (sister of Jo Gehm). 
              IN THE PRESBYTERY OF ARKANSAS, we remember to pray for these ministries: 
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March 1   Second Little Rock                               First, Yellville 

March 8    Director’s of Children’s Programs         First, Mena 

March 15   First United, Fayetteville                        Lyon College, Batesville 

March 22   Kirk of the Hills, Fairfield Bay                Church, Pre-schools      

March 29   Church Secretaries & Treasurers        Holiday Island Presbyterian 

Sermons 

Would you like to receive Jim’s  

Sunday sermons in your inbox? He 

emails his sermons on Monday morn-

ings.  If you are interested, send him 

an email: 

jimfreeman1960@gmail.com. 


